



















ss 


ee ae 
_ AN _ _ 
yy \ INKY TAN a 
f| B News PAPER. 


Entered at the Cincinnati Post Office as Second Class Matter 


ae ee CINCINNATI, EVERY OTHER THURSDAY, JULY 21,1898. f3 SO. Fer Xser 


o , , NCORPORATED 1819. 
The Leading Fire ieaneines Company of America. ARTER PERPETUAL 


4AITNA INSURANCE CO. 


€. O. WEEKS, Vice-President. 


WMH. KING, Secretary, WM. B. CLARK, President. HENRY C Rees, | Assistant Secretaries. 





ch oes S"— ... Northwestern Branch,) WM. H. WYMAN, Gen’l Agt. 
Cash Capital, $ 4,000,000 00 SZ Omaha, Neb. { W.P.HARFORD, Ass’tGen’l Agt. 
Cash Assets, - - - 12,089,089 98 = 
ae ce Pacific Branch, ) BOARDMAN & SPENCER, 
Total Liabilities, is ~ 8,655,370 62 San Francisco, Cal. | General Agents. 
Net Surplus, - - - 4,433,719 36 
Inland Marine ) CHICAGO, ILL., 145 La Salle St. 


Losses Paid in 79 Years, - 81,125,621 50 ¢ Department. { New York, 52 Williams St. 


Western Branch: 


Rtna eee, 6) Vine St., KEELER & GALLAGHER, General Agents. 








PROTECTS ITS LOYAL LOCAL AGENTS. NO OVERHEAD WRITING, 


“AMERICAN THROUGH AND THROUGH.” 








Continental Fire Insurance Co., 


CONTINENTAL BUILDING, +6 CEDAR ST., NEW YORE City. 











“‘The Leading Fire Insurance Company of the World.”’ | 
ROLLA V. WATT, Megr., 9 ‘tial | bo BEDDALL, Mgr. 
Pacific Coast Department—California, O ’ ct 
Washington Utah, Idaho end Afizona’ FIRE a TORNADO. THE STATE or NEW YORE. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING. 


50 Wall Street, NEW YORK 


JNO. TENNEY, Mer Pear ; “eT 
. * SEORGE P. FIELD. E. B, COWLES. 
|; RL E P 
MORY WARFIELD, Ass't Mgr. | FIELD & COWLES, Megrs., 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Mary- che 
land, Virginia, N. Carolina, Dist. of Massachusetts,Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
Columbia, West Virginia. Rhode Island, Vermont, Maine. 


ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING, | 85 WATER STREET, 
#6 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA. BOSTON, MASS. 


o TAW BROTHERS, Mer, Insurance Company. = "szzeas.. casero 


BARBEE & CASTLEMAN, Mers., 


Fo 
| Western Department — Illinois, Ohio, Indi- For 
Sritessean WO Iowa, /_—- gg CHARLES H LAW MANACER ——.ccmmm, Southern Department — Kentucky, Tennes- 
nc mM ay ae Gee. a- m 9 CINCINNATI BRANCH. —, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, Ala- 
ama, Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, Lou- 
ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING, 


isiana, Oklahoma, Indian Territory. 
| 169 Jackson Street. CHICAGO. South-east Cor. Third and Walnut Sts. LOVISVILLE, KY. 
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1851. 1897: 


FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY | 


OF THE 


National Insurance Company, 


OF CINCINNATI. 


GENERAL INSURANCE---STATE OF OHIO ONLY. 


E. W. BURNET, 
SECRETARY. 


G. W. POHLMAN, 
PRESIDENT. 


GARDNER E. MEEKS, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 


2 THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 








1897. 


NTT INSURANCE 


NATIONAL Comeany 





OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


General Insurance — State of Ohio Only. 


G. W. POHLMAN, 


PRESIDENT. 


E. W. BURNET, 
C. B. FUNSTON, State Agent, 
Columbus, Ohio. 





1829. 1897. _ 


‘“OLDEST IN THE WEST.’’ 


CINCINNATI cones 


Resident Agents in the Principal Cities of Ohio. 


R. T. BONSALL, Pres. L. L. TOWNLEY, Sec’y. P. W. CADMAN, Gen. Agt. l 
| 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 





The Waverley. xxx: 
The Ivanhoe Special. 


The leading bicycles of the year, because each one is 
the best of its class—presenting greater value than can be 
obtained in any other line ef bicycles in the world. 


POPULAR PRICES. 


Catalogue mailed to any address upon application. 


INDIANA BICYCLE CO., Indianapolis, Ind. 





INSURE IN A HOME COMPANY. 


Merchants and Jilanufacturers 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 





Cincinnati 


COMMENCED BUSINESS 1838. 





Capital - - $150,000. Assets - - 
- $217,623. 


$268,192. 
Surplus - 


WILLIAM H. CALVERT, President. WINFIELD S. HUKILL, JR., Sec’y. 


131 East Third Street. 


| W. P. CALLAHAN, 





Cooper 


Fire Insurance Company 


OF DAYTON, O. 


C. D. MEAD, 


Vice-President. 


CuHAs. W. SCHENK, 


President. Secretary. 


Cincinnati Underwriters 


COMPOSED OF 


EUREKA SECURITY 
Fire and Marine Insurance Co. | Fire Insurance Company. 
ORGANIZED 1864. ORGANIZED 1881. 

CAPITAL $100,000. ASSETS $290,182. CAPITAL $150,000. ASSETS $271,759. 
SURPLUS $191,199. SURPLUS $186,910. 
COMBINED STATEMENT. 

Capital $250,000. Assets $561,941. Surplus $378,109. 


F. A. ROTHIER, President 


ADAM BENUS, Secretary. Cincinnati, Ohio. 





ORGANIZED 1836. 


WASHINGTON 


FPiRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY _.._/ 


OF CINCINNATI, O. 


CAPITAL, - $150,000.00 
HAS BEEN IN CONTINUAL OPERATION 
AND HAS MET EVERY OBLIGATION FOR 62 YEARS. 


ACENTS WANTED IN OHIO. 





HENRY EMERSON, President. E, F. WEISS, Secretary. 
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‘tary. 




















LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF NEW YORK. 


CHAS. C. WHITNEY, Vice-Pres’t and Mgr. 
JOHN NAPIER, Sec’y. 


M. M. BELDING, Pres’t 


The report of the New York State Insurance Department of 
its examination of the Company, completed in November, 1897, 
in addition to certifying to its solidity, says: 

‘*DEATH LOSSES AND CLAIMS have been promptly paid, 
and the Corporation’s affairs have been administered STRICTLY 


WITHIN THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE INSURANCE LAW OF 
THE STATE.”’ 


HOME OFFICE, 5, 7,9 & 14 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY. 
AGENTS WANTED, with or without experience. Liberal contracts. 


Rock ford Insurance Company, 


OF ILLINOIS. 
SUMMARY OF THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL STATEMENT 
Ohio Standard 
DECEMBER 31, 1897. 








Gross Assets PP 

Cash Capital ie Pict abe 

Reserve for Unexpired Policies 

Reserve for Losses and all other Claims 
Net Surplus....... 


$1,173,261 31 
$ 200,000 00 
651,572 72 
80,759 60 
240,928 99 
$1,173,261 31 
TO OHIO AGENTS: 
The Rockford desiring to be very generally represented 
throughout the State, invites correspondence from Agents at all 
desirable points. Address, 


CHAS. E. SHELDON, Sec’y, 
Rockford, Ill. 





J. W. CHAMPLIN, eresioenrtr W. FRED. MCBAIN, sec’y ano manacer 


MICHICAN’S __.., 
LEADINC COMPANY. 


G RA N D ae INSURANCE 
RAPIDS OMPANY, 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 








A SUCCESSFUL Live-Stock Company. 


INDIANA AND OHIO 
LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO. 


CRAWFORDSVILLE, IND. 
OHIO AND INDIANA ONLY. 
ACTUAL CAPITAL, $100,000, 3 «$380,000 im Losses Paid in 
Past Seven Years. 
The Oldest, Largest and Most Liberal General Live Stock Insurance 
Company in the United States. 


A. F. RAMSEY, President. 


ZaCK MAHOMEY, Secretary 








The ONLY Com 
Business. 


>, ici 7 2 ; ; ; ; 
oa Policies cover death from any cause, including transportation. Special attention 
given to insurance of animals for track purposes. 


pany that has demonstrated a SUCCESS at the LIVE STOCK 


Local and Country Agents Wanted. 





E. G. HALLE, Manager, 





WALTER S. Eppy, President. J. P. SHERIDAN, Secretary, 


SS TH BE : 


Saginaw Valley Fire & Marine 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 


SAGINAW, ~ - - - - MICHIGAN. 
CASH CAPITAL, - $200,000. 

Assets, January 1, 1897 $303,252.69 

Liabilities (including capital . 260,476.60 

Net Surplus $42,776.09 


HONEST LOSSES PAID ON SIGHT. 


GERMANIA comeany. 
COMPANY... 


62 and 64 William Street, Cor. Cedar, NEW YORK. 


STATEMENT, JANUARY |, 1898. 


Cash Capital $1,000,000.00 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums 1,411,908.64 
Reserve for Losses under Adjustment 61,253.30 
Reserve for all other claims 31,823.84 
Net Surplus 1,833,733.36 

Total Assets $4,338,719.14 


HUGO SCHUMANN, President. 


CHARLES RUYKHAVER, Secretary 
GusTAv KER, Ass’t Secretary 


Fr. VON BEENUTH, } ... ’ 
- f Vice-Presidents 
Geo. B. EDWARDS 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 
Royal Insurance Blidg., Chicago, II. 


- Central Accident - 


....[nsurance Company, 
232 Fifth Avenue, PITTSBURG, PENN. 





Capital and Surplus over - = $200,000. 


- SPECIALTIES: 
An Accumulative Combination Accident Policy --- The 
best policy written. 
New Plate Glass Policy---More definite and liberal than 
other policies. 





The above contracts are the best to buy and the best to sell. 





AGENTS WANTED. 


The Largest Fire Insurance Company in Germany. 


Transacts a Fire Business only ===> Established 1844. 


Magdeburg Fire Ins. Co. 


OF MAGDEBURG, GERMANY. 


P. E. RASOR, United States Manager. AD. DOHMEYER, Ass’t Manager. 





FREDERIC P. OLcort, President Central Trust Co., of New York. 
ERNST THALMANN, of Ladenburg, Thalmann & Co., Bankers, New York. 


WILLIAM ALLEN BUTLER, of Butler, Notman, Joline & Mynderse, Coun- 
sellors-at-Law, New York. 


GEORGE M. LOVEJOY, General Agent for Western Sates, 
Rialto Building, Curcaco, ILL 
FRED. RAUH & CO., Agents, - - 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
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THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 





ASSETS (Market Values), 

} Jan. 1, 1898, $63,649,749.84 
LIABILITIES, N. J. & N.Y. 

Standard, . $%58,864,824.60 

SURPLUS, . . $4,784,925.24 


Policies Absolutely Non-Forfeit- 
able After Second Year. 





WANTED 
Agents. . For particulars, 
Company direct, or either of the State 
Agents, whose name, 


Reliable and energetic 
address the 


address, and terri- 
tory are given herewith. 








THE 





AMZI DODD, 
President. 


EDMUNDS & JOHNSTON, 
State Agents for Michigan 
Office, Campau Bldg., 
DETROIT. 








utual Benefit 


LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY, 
NEWARK, N. J. 





IN CASE OF LAPSE the Insurance 
is CONTINUED IN FORCE as long as 
the value of the Policy will pay for; 
cr, if preferred, a Cash or Paid-up 
Policy Value is allowed. After the 
second year, Policies are INCON- 
TESTABLE, and all restrictions as to 
residence, travel or occupation are 
removed. 





The Company agrees in the Pol- 
icy to Loan up to the Cash Surren- 
der Value, when a satisfactory as- 
signment of the Policy is made as 
collateral security. Losses paid 
immediately upon completion and 


L. D. DREWRY, 
approval of proofs. 


State Agent for Ohio 
Office, The Pike Bldg. 
CINCINNATI. 











roviden Savings © fe 


Assurance Secie yg 


OF NEW YORK. 


EL pbwarp VV. Scott Pres! DENT. 


Yue Best Gompany ror Poucy Houwers ann Accents. 


Successeur Acents,anoGentcemen Secuing Remunerative Business Connections, 
may Appry to tHe Heao Orrige.or any or THe Society's Genera Aaenrs. 


26TH 
ANNUAL 
STATEMENT. 


OF NEW 


JANUARY 1, 


Stocks and Bonds--Par Value $5,599,209.00. 
Cash in Banks and Office 


Cash in hands of Agents and in course of collection 
Accrued Interest not included in Market Values 


Real Estate owned by the cnn gg 
Loans secured by mortgages on N. 


Total Assets 


CAPITAL STOCK (Invested in U. 
Reserve Fund for Unexpired Risks 
Reserve Fund for Unsettled Losses 
Reserve Fund for all other Claims 
Net Surplus beyond all Liabilities 


S. Bonds 





GERMAN AMERIGAN INSURANCE COMPANY, 


YORK. 


isss.——— — 


Market Val.e.. ..$6,969,603 00 
$286,133 96 
494,981 10 
10,981 06 
. 15,000 00 
. City Real Estate 58,000 00 865,096 12 
re $7, 834, 699 12 
. $1,000,000 00 
2,601,659 81 
302,614 43 
251,395 50 
3,678,999 38 





WILLIAM N. KREMER, Czeaident. 


LOUIS F. Coneenee, Vice-President. 
ROBERT L. KLUM, EDWIN M. 
PACIFIC DEPARTMENT: 
San Francisco, Cal. 
GEORGE H. TYSON, Manager. 














$7,834,699 12 


ARLES G. SMITH,, Secretary. 
CRAGIN, Asst. Secretaries. 





a —— 


ago, 
EUGENE CARY, Mgr., ROGERS PORTER, Asst. Mgr. 


~| The Prudential 


Ordinary and 
Industrial 
Profit-Sharing 
Life Insurance Policies. 


$50,000 to $15. 


On Every Approved Plan. 
AGENTS WANTED. 


THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE CO. OF AMERICA. 
JOHN F. DRYDEN, President. 
Hore Office, NEWARK, N. J. 
HENRY BOHL. Supt. of Agencies, Ohio and Indiana. COLUMBUS. OHIO. 








WANTED 


THE AMERIGAN FIRE 


PHILADELPHIA, 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY, 
PA. 








CASH CAPITAL, . ° 


8 500,000.00 
Reserve for Reimaurance and all other claims, - - 1,513,076.99 
Surplus over all Liabilities, - - - - - 542,301.63 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1898, $2,675,520.22 


rHOS. H. MONTGOMERY, President. RICHARD MARIS, Sec’y and Treas. 
CHAS. P. PEROT, Vice-President. WM. F. WILLIAMS, Ass’t Sec’y. 
WM. B. KELLY, Genl. Agt. 


NELSON B. JONES, JAMES P. EDMONDS, 


S vecial Agt. for Michigan, Lansing, Mich. Special Agt. for Ohio, Lansing, Mich. 





“Competent and Experienced Special 
Agent to solicit Credit-Insurance in 
the State of Ohio. Liberal guarantee 
to the right man. Address 


A. O. KAPLAN, éer' ig. 


THE OCEAN ACCIDENT AND GUARANTEE CO., 


601 LINCOLN INN BLDG., CINCINNATI, O. 

















THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


») 











Every OTHER THURSDAY. 
$2.00 PER YEAR. 
E. JAY WOHLGEMUTH, EbpiTor. 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER CO., Publishers, 


AETNA BUILDING, 413 Vine STREET, CINCINNATI. 


15 Cents PER Copy. 


ENTERED AT THE CINCINNATI! POST OFFICE AS SECOND-CLASS MATTER. 








THE NEEDS OF THE FARM BUSINESS. 
The change that is likely to take place in the 
conduct of farm business in Ohio will result 
either in the advance of rates from $1 to $1.50 


for three years or the withdrawal of quite a | 
With the 


number of companies from the field. 
exception of practically three companies, the 
Ohio Farmers’, Home and Hartford, the regular 
agency companies have written farm business 
not because they wanted it, but in order to 
either hold or increase their regular business. 
Agents generally are giving their choice busi- 
ness to these companies that write their farm 
risks. Thus the farm business is being carried 
at a loss, which is made up by the profit on city 
and town business. This is an illogical state of 
affairs which it would seem ought not to exist. 
Time and again has experience shown that $1 
for three years is an inadequate rate for farm 
business. The companies writing it at that rate 
are playing a losing game. Then why not raise 
the price of farm indemnity to its cost? It is a 
well recognized fact that there is not a company 
writing farm property in Ohio but what is losing 
money at it. The only way by which the com- 
panies pull even is on their mercantile and 
dwelling risks. The company writing the largest 
farm business in Ohio sustained last year a loss 
ratio of 96 per cent, and this year’s is under- 
stood not to be much if any better. What is 
needed is an understanding among the compa- 
nies as to farm rates. With a raise to $1.50, or 
even $1.35, the business could probably pay ex- 
penses. The Hartford, after a fierce dab into 
farm hazards, quickly pulled in its horns. Other 
companies will follow the example. It is not 
good underwriting to make one class of risks 
depend upon others. Farm business should 
have adequate rates. 


WAR REVENUE AGAIN. 

In the last issue of the OHIO UNDERWRITER 
it was stated that a local agency of a marine 
company had received instructions by telegraph 
not to place stamps on any more policies, as the 
company would pay the revenue tax at the home 
office. On the following day the collector of 
internal revenue at Cincinnati received instruc- 
tions from Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
Scott in part as follows: 

“It appearing to the satisfaction of this office, 
from the nature of the marine insurance busi- 
ness, it is only possible to ascertain the amount 
of the premium charged under open policies 
from the books of the underwriters, and, as they 
have filed a satisfactory bond, you are author- 
ized to accept the affixing of the stamps to said 
books, and their due cancellation as full com- 
pliance with the law, provided that the stamps 
are affixed monthly and the figures are sworn to 
by the President and Secretary or the recog- 
nized attorneys or agents of the marine in-ur- 
ance corporations or associations paying the 
tax. You will also, on the first day of each 








month, or within ten days thereafter, require a 
return in duplicate on a form to be prescribed 
by this office, from each of the eadlieinties, 
showing the amount.of the premiums received 
from open policies during the preceding month, 
the first return to be made on the first day of 
August, 1898, or within ten days thereafter, to 
include all premiums charged during the month 
of July, 1898.” 

Now the question naturally arises, why can- 
not some such plan be provided for other lines 
of insurance? 
business paying their taxes on monthly sworn 
statements, it seems only reasonable that the 
internal revenue department should grant the 
same privileges to fire, life and casualty com- 
panies. 

The attitude of some of these companies 
towards the present system of stamp taxes is 
reflected in a letter recently sent out by Ralph 
Butler, secretary of the Central Accident. He 
says that while the present plan is very simple 
as regards checks, etc., it is not applicable to 
policies of insurance, because they do not repre- 
sent a completed contract, but only a step in the 
process. Says he, ‘‘The completion of the con- 
tract does not occur until the premium is fully 
paid, which is sometimes months after the 
issue of the policy. Taxes should be levied on 
mati rial results, supposed to cover profits, not 
upon the process of obtaining results that may 
never materialize. Details of taxation should 
be simple, direct, easy of check off or verifica- 
tion by all parties in interest.’’ While he favors 
payment monthly on the sworn statement of 
gross premium returns, if that cannot be done 
under the law, he suggests that the applications, 
renewal vouchers and dailies be stamped at the 
home office. 

The ruling concerning marine insurance was 
the result of an agitation of the subject by com- 
panies and agents interested. If those who are 
engaged in other branches of the insurance 


With industrial life and marine | 


business, present their case with equal force, it | 
is not unlikely they can secure a ruling that | 


will relieve them 
burden of the present arrangement. 

It was the intention of Congress to tax the 
gross returns of insurance companies conducted 
for profit. In the haste of constructing the 
bill all details did not receive the attention that 
was desirable, and the law is somewhat crude in 
its mode of operation. Nobody knows those 
crudities as well as the insurance men, who 
meet with inconvenience or loss from them 
every month. The revenue department has 
shown its desire to be fair in the ruling on 
marine business and will doubtless pursue the 
same policy toward the other branches of in- 
surance, as far as the law will permit. Collector 
Bettmann, of Cincinnati, made known to the 
department the feelings of insurance men here 
on the marine business and is believed to have 
had considerable to do with getting the ruling. 
If other companies and company officials will 


of the inconvenience and | 


bring the desired changes in the mode of col- | 


lecting the tax to the attention of the collectors 
of their districts as well as of the commissioner 


at Washington, something may shortly be ex- | 


pected in the desired line. 


PROTECTION OF THE IGNORANT A DUTY. 


If Superintendent Matthews will enforce a 
strict construction of the assessment law of 
Ohio, as he has shown an inclina:ion to do, and 
compel assessment societies doing business 
under the old law to levy purely post mortem 
assessments, he will do the people of Ohio a 
great benefit. It is well known to all life insur- 


ance men that the vast majority of insured peo- | 


ple know next to nothing about the policies 
they have on their lives. To them a policy isa 
policy and that is about as far as their knowl- 


edge extends. Many of those insured, through 
general ignorance or from lack of knowledge of 
insurance terms, cannot understand their poli- 
cies even when they try to do so. It is in pro- 
tecting this large class of people that an insur- 
ance department can do a vast amount of good. 
It is only fair to the public that insurance like 
other commodities should be sold for exactly 
what it is. When a pure assessment society calls 
its assessments premiums, and states in its cer- 
tificates the amount of the so-called premium at 
which the insurance will be carried, a large 
number of people who become members are de- 
ceived; for the fact that the ‘‘premium"’ may be 
raised or the amount of the certificate reduced 
escapes their notice or passes their understand- 
ing. In pure assessmentism, with no safeguards 
in the way of reserves or surplus, no’ human 
being can tell at the time of any assessment 
what the amount of the next one will neces- 
sarily be. Persons who become members of 
these societies with a knowledge of this uncer- 
tainty, have only themselves to blame if the 
cost exceeds their expectations; but those who 
are induced to join on representations that they 
are getting level premium insurance cheap, are 
being made the victims of a deception from 
which they might and should be protected. 


NECESSITY OF ORGANIZATION. 

The conditions prevailing in New York since 
the disbandment of the Tariff Association should 
be a warning to agents all over the country, 
especially where boards are weak or where there 
is a formidable non-board element. Since the 
Attorney General commenced to menace the 
local boards in Ohio, the prospects for the fire 
insurance business have not been growing 
brighter. The idea that a local board is a trust, 
whose only object is to keep rates up and whose 
existence is a detriment to the public, arises 
largely from a failure to consider the whole 
scope of a board. The Spectator points out 
that one of the results of the breaking up of the 
New York Tariff Association has been an in- 
creased laxity on the part of property owners in 
the matter of taking precautions against fire. 
The former incentive to take these precautions 
in order to get low rates of insurance has largely 
disappeared, since there are companies ready to 
take poor risks at low rates in order to get busi- 
ness at all. Every instance of carelessness in 
providing against fire is a detriment to the 
whole neighborhood in which it exists. With- 
out uniformity of inspection and rates these 
instances will be the more numerous. This 
uniformity can come only through organization 
of some kind among underwriters. Every 
agent knows that there is nothing for him in 
destructive rate-cutting. A few non-board 
agents can get good picking, but when all be- 
come non-board the case is different. Careful 
rating and inspection and a reasonable scale of 
premium rates, to which all companies adhere, 
is the ideal condition, and this can be brought 
about only through some organization, to which 
all or nearly all agents of any standing in the 
city belong To perfect such an organization 
every agent must make some concessions, but 
in the long run he can afford to make them. 


LOCAL FIRE AGENCY MOVEMENT. 


To every one who was present at the third 
annual convention of the National Association 
of Local Agents at Detroit last Friday and Sat- 
urday, it was strongly evident that the associa- 
tion is one of the factors to be reckoned with in 
the conduct of the fire insurance business in the 
future and there were those who went so far as 
to state their belief that the local agents’ organ- 








6 


ization will be the salvation of the American 
system of fire underwriting. They base their 
whole hope of the continuation or revival of | 
ethical practices and honorable dealing with 


agents by companies, on the results of the local | 


agents’ work in their association. The senti- 





. 


ment that the local agent controls the business | 


is a growing one; and if he does control it he 


should be able to eradicate the evils which have | 


grown up with it. 
tion movement deserves the co-operation of 


The local agents’ organiza- | 


every man who has the best interests of the | 


local business at heart. 


The Norwood Retires. 


As an effect of the disruption of the New 
York Tariff Association and the ruinous slash- 
ing of rates which has followed that event, the 
Norwood Fire has voluntarily retired from busi- 
ness and has reinsured its entire line in the 
Providence-Washington. This company has 
been operating in Ohio and Michigan since its 
organization in 1895. In 1897 it reinsured in 
the Providence-Washington. An impairment of 
$53,000 shown by the examination of the New 
York insurance department was made up by the 
stockholders, and the company continued in 
business. Since the Tariff Association went to 
pieces it has collected no premiums in New 
York, as it was unwilling to meet the prevailing 





rates. Its prospects have caused its officers | 


such anxiety that it was decided voluntarily to 
take a step which might be forced upon it if 
present conditions continue. 


Parkersburg, W. Va. 


Mr. I. H. Seeley, representing the Western 
Union under Secretary Dudley, is rating the 
State of West Virginia. Parkersburg was re- 
cently rated and approved by the local board, 
which is now working harmoniously with all 
agents in. Mr. Seeley is making his head- 
quarters at Parkersburg in the office of Swear- 
ingen & Paden. A number of towns have been 
rated and approved. 

There are rumors of a change in one of the 
principal ex-non-board agencies here, and no 
one conversant with all the facts is surprised. 
Otherwise matters are moving along nicely here. 


LipPERT.— Samuel Lippert, formerly man- 
ager of the American Union at Cleveland, and 
now in the same Capacity for the Covenant 


Mutual of St. Louis, will, it is said, sue the- 


the present management, Dern, Hills & Co., for 
damages for slander. 


BRANNEN.—The name ‘‘Brannen”’ is now as 
as familiar to the local fire insurance agents of 
the country as ‘“‘Dewey”’ is to the public at 
large. What local agent in the United States 
has not received from him an announcement of 
something or other about the National Associa- 
tion of Local Fire Insurance Agents? Brannen 
was at Detroit, fresh from Denver, the home of 
the mountain breeze. He was a like a breeze 
himself, overboiling with enthusiasm for the 
cause he had come so far to succor. As mana- 
ger of transportation he worked hard; as a bu- 


reau of information he was unexcelled; and as | 
the refuge of the newspaper reporters he was a | 


kind and loving friend. His consideration and 
regard for the insurance newspaper reached the 
hearts and touched the souls of the “underwrit- 
ing journalists.’’ He confidentially confided to 
them that he had stopped issuing the National 
Association Bulletin, feeling that the field and 
the whole field belonged properly to them. Mr. 
Brannen was re-lected at Detroit to his third 
term as secretary. We trust he may live to 
be elected to his thirtieth term; and we 
earnestly hope that the longevity of his 
earthly existence may extend to the point that 
he will live to eat the chicken that scratches 
over his grave. 


| 
| 
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SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


THE CONNECTICUT AND WEBB M'NALL. 

The Connecticut Fire Insurance Co. has taken 
a firm stand against Webb McNall of Kansas. 
McNall’s emissaries in their peregrinations 
among the companies making ‘‘examinations,”’ 
pounced down upon the Hartford companies 
like so many vultures on the battlefields of Cuba. 
The two cohorts entered the Connecticut office 
and presented their credentials. President 
Browne remarked that he supposed that the ex- 
pense of the ‘‘examination’’ would be defrayed 
by the department. On being told that the 
company would have to be held for the amount, 
he refused to allow the examination unless they 
considered the company insolvent. He offered 
them every facility if they desired to make the 
examination on their own account. McNall at 
once revoked the company’s license. Manager 
J. J. McDonald immediately went to Hartford 
to hold a conference with President Browne. 
The latter was determined to fight the Kansas 
czar. He contended that this examination out- 
rage had to stop some time, and if the other 
companies lacked courage to call a halt, the 
Connecticut would take the field alone. Upon 
Manager McDonald’s return to Chicago, Asso- 
ciate Manager McGregor was dispatched to To- 
peka, where he succeeded in getting a temporary 
injunction restraining McNall from interfering 
with the company’s business It will come up 
for a hearing Sept. 8. The company’s attorneys 
have great hopes of winning. It is learned that 
that the company is preparing a damage suit 
against McNali for revoking the license. 

THE CHICAGO CASES. 

The investigating committee of the Chicago 
Underwriters’ Association has had some heavy 
work before it considering the recent wholesale 
charges. 
results. All the cases were practically similar, 
yet some were fined $250, some $25, and the 
rest acquitted. The $250 cases have been ap- 
pealed to the trial board. The effect of the agi- 
tation has been salutary, as the agents are now 
on the alert not to violate the dead laws. There 
are many unjust laws on the books of the board 
notwithstanding the fact that they were recently 
revised. For example, no suburban agent can 
place any downtown business, and: yet a non- 
resident agent by the payment of $10 a year, 
can receive a commission on such business. 
Affairs in Chicago are in good shape, but there 
are some features that need to be removed. 


There is considerable feeling over the 


WITHDRAWS FROM ILLINOIS. 

The State Insurance Company of Philadelphia 
has retired from the state. This is following its 
course as to Michigan, and underwriters here 
are speculating as to its future. It has hada 
roving existence in Chicago, much like the 
Schuylkill. Many of Charles F. Mitchell’s 
friends have wondered how he ever got tangled 
up with the company, leaving as he did a good 
position with the Scottish Union. He gave up 
the concern in the nick of time, as did also the 
local agents, T. L. Maitland & Co. It has never 
had much standing in Chicago. 


FIRE ASSOCIATION WITHDRAWS. 

The Fire Association has withdrawn from the 
Western Underwriters’ Association, 
leaving the Traders of Chicago, Springfield, 
National of Hartford, and the St. Paul. The 
syndicate was organized early in the fall under 
the management of A. L. Stokes, a well-known 


Railway 








railroad broker, to secure some of the Western 
lines. It has been successful in getting quite a 
little railroad insurance. The Fire Association 
has the Pennsylvania schedule and depends for 
its reinsurance on the companies of the Railway 
Insurance Syndicate of New York. President 
Irvin of the Fire Association was elected to the 
presidency of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers largely through the influence of Mana- 
ger Eaton of the Liverpool & London & 
Globe, and other men whose companies belong 
tothe syndicate Sufficient pressure was brought 
to bear on President Irvin by these men to have 
him retire from the Western syndicate. 


CHICAGO'S NEW COMPANY. 

Tne Northwestern Fire of Chicago is an- 
nounced. The promoter is Charles J. Russell, 
a broker of the city, who handled a number of 
Lloyds in their prime. He has associated with 
him two or three monied men, and as he owns 
some real estate, the company is able to start on 
asmall scale. It claims to have $150,000 stock 
issued, and about $170,000 in assets. It is or- 
ganized under the old Columbia of Freeport 
charter, granted in 1861. Mr. Russell is secre- 
tary and states that he will invite Superintend- 
ent VanCleave to make an examination. He 
wants the company liceused as soon as possible, 
but as the validity of old charter companies is 
now before the courts of the state, it is not likely 
that Mr. VanCleave will license the company 
until the matter is decided. It will be remem- 
bered that a one-horse broker, Woodard Dean, 
author of “Fire Insurance Under a Search- 
Light,’’ at one time caused Mr. Russell’s arrest 
for placing alleged fraudulent insurance. Mr. 
Russell claims that Dean took the action as a 
blackmailing scheme, as he said that he had 
kept the fellow from starving for two years and 
when Dean became a burden on his hands, Mr. 
Russell claims he began this system of persecu- 


' tion. 


WILL ATTACH TO SPRINKLERS. 

The Chicago board has gained some conces- 
sions from Chief Swenie of the fire department. 
Heretofore he has refused to attach to sprinkler 
equipments at a fire. For some reason he has 
had an antipathy to these equipments. Local 
agents point to several fires where he could have 
used the connections to a great advantage. The 
board allows a rebate for an outside connection 
to which an engine can attach, but the execu- 
tive committee has recently taken a firm stand 
against allowing any reduction, since the fire 
department did not utilize the appliances. Sev- 
eral companies have been in correspondence 
with their agents. urging the board to force 
Swenie to give a general order to use this con- 
nection or else they would cut down their lines 
A sub-committee of the executive committee 
was appoirted to have an audience with the 
chief, and urge him to act. The result is that 
he has issued the order for the first engine that 
arrives at a fire where there is a sprinkler con- 
nection, to attach to it. 


++ ++ 


AFFAIRS OF THE UNION. 

Union proceedings are very dull with most of 
the leaders away. President Harbeck has been 
at Micnocqua; W. H. Cunningam is at Bedford 
Springs, Pa.; Geo. W. Law is abroad; J. W. G, 
Cofran is in California; R. H. Garrigue has been 
in the East, so the rank and file have been tak- 
ing life easy. Secretary Walter W. Dudley of 
the governing committee is blue-fishing off Nan- 
tucket. The governing committee only meets 


to make competitive rates, its favorite pastime. 
No radical legislation will be passed before the 
' annual meeting. 

















THE WAR TAX. 

The war revenue tax has afforded advertisers 
another inspiration. Copies of the bill with ex- 
planations and instructions were published in 
pamphlet form and sent out by several compa- 
nies with their advertisements printed thereon. 
Charles Rogerson Street, of the Phenix of 
Brooklyn, who made such a ten-strike with the 
Phenix Cuban map, is said to be evolving another 
advertising scheme that will bring envy to the 
hearts of ali the other companies. Street is one 
of the wide awake young men in the business, 
and isa valuable right hand man to Manager 
Harbeck. 


++ 
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Notes From Fire Departments in Various 
Parts of the State. 


The OHIO UNDERWRITER recently sent out 
to chiefs of fire departments in over 300 cities 


and towns in this state circulars, asking for in- | 


formation concerning the equipments for fight- 
ing fires, to be used in the ‘‘Underwriters’ Hand- 
Book of Ohio.’ The answers received furnish 
some reading of interest to fire underwriters. 

In about a week Bellefontaine is going to 
vote on a proposition to spend $10,000 for im- 
provements of fire protection, including house, 
alarm system and hose. There has been recent- 
ly voted $16,000 for extension of the water 
works system. 

The chief at Glendale says that in the five 
years the department has been in existence, not 
one house has been totally destroyed. But he 
adds, ‘‘Our insurance rate is higher than it was 
before we had the waterworks system and fire 
department.”’ 

The report from Toledo shows an increase of 
290 hydrants and 43 miles of mains, in the past 
year. The city is about to build four new sta- 
tions to be equipped with four steam fire engines 
and four combination hose and chemical wagons. 

Shreve has bought 400 feet of hose. 

Portsmouth will add an aerial truck to its 
equipment this fall. 


The people of Wilmington either do not be- | 


lieve in insurance or get very low rates. The 
town has over 3,000 population, but, the chief 
says, has paid only $400 or $590 a year for in- 
surance for the past six years. 

A movement is on foot at Celina to have an 
alarm system put in. 

In Painesville the house of every volunteer 
fireman is connected by telephone with the 
engine house. 

Bellaire is preparing for a firemen’s tourna- 
ment to be held September 6, 7 and 8. 

Berea expects to get a fire pump and 1,000 
feet of hose for the pipe line that has just been 
laid. 

Except ina big fire in 1891, when a whole 
street burned, Hudson has had only two houses 
and one small barn totally destroyed by fire in 
21 years. 

College Hill, one of the beautiful suburbs of 
Cincinnati, has a system of waterworks planned, 
which will probably be in operation by the end 
of the year, with sufficient pressure to do away 
with the need of engines. 

The value of fire extinguishing apparatus is 
illustrated at Kingston, a small village in Ross 
county, where they have a combination chem- 
ical and water hand engine. ‘he chief says it 
has saved $2,000 worth of property in one fire 
at a loss of $150. 

During the past year Cleveland has added to 
its equipment 65 miles of mains and 769 hy- 
drants; and Cincinnati, 45 miles of mains and 
213 plugs. 

Sidney will add 500 feet of hose and a second 
hose wagon to its equipment within two weeks. 

Mingo Junction is putting in waterworks, 


which will be completed in three or four 
months. 
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AIR CLEARING AT DAYTON. 

The work of organizing the Dayton Under- 
writers’ Club is nearly completed, and last week 
there were three agents only who had not made 
the deposit. These will be in line in a few days, 
All the old outside members have made the de- 
posit, and those who have been holding back 
have previously been board men. The objec- 
tions appear to be on the ground of the conces- 
sions granted E. H. Coe. These were that the 
rates on the following seven plants should not 
be touched. They are controlled by Mr. Coe: 
National Cash Register Co., Barney & Smith 
Manufacturing Co., Stoddard Bicycle Co., Stod- 
dard Agricultural plant, Stiiwell, Bierce, Smith, 
Vail Co. (both east and west shops), the 
Brownell Co., the Gem Shirt Co., and J. C. 
Steely & Co. Two other risks, the Ohio Rake 
Co. and Rike Dry Goods Co, were left off the 
list for the reason, as Mr. Coe says, that he be- 
lieved the present rate to be inadequate. With 
the deposits of all the agents made, the pros- 
pects for improved conditions in Dayton are 
good. It is hoped that the new rates will be 
delivered this week, and as soon as they are the 
stamping system will go in effect. The old 
offices in the Firemen’s building will probably 
be re-engaged; and S. G. Cain, at present a local 
agent, installed as stamping secretary. Mr. 
Cain will probably dispose of his business to 
H. G. Henley, who now represents several com- 
panies. The salary fixed by the executive com- 
mittee is considered as too small, as it is only 
$59 a month. At this rate Mr. Cain is said to 
expect to act only temporarily. He is a very 
capable man for the place, and many of the 
agents are of the opinion that a sufficient salary 
should be paid him to insure his continuing 
permanently. It is felt that at least $75 a month 
should be allowed, and it is possible this may be 
the figure finally fixed upon. The affairs of the 
Dayton Club are now entirely in the hand; of 
the executive committee, composed of five lead- 
ing men, and who are doing their work very 
satisfactorily. 


MIDDLETOWN AGENTS’ AFFAIRS. 

The agents at Middletown are somewhat dis- 
couraged over the prospects of a satisfactory 
settlement of the rate question, which arose 
some time ago when they clashed with the Ohio 
Inspection Bureau. As will be recalled the Mid- 
dletown agents, not satisfied with the rates of 
the Bureau, turned in and got out a schedule of 
their own. Then the companies divided as to 
which authority they would respect. The agents 
stood together and refused to write at the Bureau 
rates. The outcome, the throwing off of rates, 
was the logical one. The situation today is that 
there is some cutting going on, but not a great 
deal, and the agents generally are holding their 
business. The arrangement between the agents 
not to accept one another’s companies without 
their consent, which resulted in the establish- 
ment of a new agency by the Continental and 
Lancashire, which withdrew from Barnitz & 
Son, is now of course off. The Continental in 
the new agency, that of S. W. Margerum, wrote 
in premiums last year $140 and the Lancashire 
$374. There does not seem to be much of a 
prospect for the restoration of rates. 


++ ++ 


MORTALITY AMONG HAMILTON AGENTS. 
Hamilton, Ohio, loses another of its local 
agents by death. Edward Krieger, of Krieger 
& Tabler, agents of the Germania and Interna- 
tional, died July 4th. He is the third local agent 
of Hamilton to die within a year. D. E. Shee- 


‘ 


| han of D. E. Sheehan & Son, and J. N. Slay- 
| back of Fitton & Slayback, were the other 


two. Henry Tabler will handle the business of 
Kriegler & Tabler. James Fitton is now con- 
ducting in his own name the business of Fitton 
& Slayback and the agencies of Sheehan & Son 
are now scattered among other offices. 

THE HARTFORD AT PAYNE, OHIO. 

The little town of Payne, in Paulding county, 
suffered a $100,000 fire this month, which is said 
to have practically wiped out the business por- 
tion of the town. The Hartford carried most of 
the insurance and it is-understood is hit very 
heavily. Its premiums through the local agent, 
H. K. Gant, last year were about $1,000, which 
is a large business for a town of the size of 
Payne. It is said that in quite a few cases the 
Hartford had double lines. The other compa- 
nies in Payne, and which are doubtless involved 
for considerable amounts, are the Phoenix of 
Hartford, German-American and Springfield. 


CONDITIONS AT CAMBRIDGE AND BARNESVILLE. 

There appears to be a little utopia existing at 
Cambridge, O., in insurance circles. Every 
agent in the town is a member of the board, and 
lives up to the rules so well that a board meet- 
ing has not been held for over a year. Appar- 
ently there is no rate-cutting nor dissatisfaction 
of any kind. The insurance business is entirely 
in the hands of insurance men, no doctors, law- 
yers or others interfering with it. Conditions 
at Barnesville are almost as satisfactory, except 
that the agents have the competition of a bank 


; clerk and a furniture dealer. 


FARM COMPANIES RETRENCHINC. 

It is pretty generally recognized that the 
Hartford stands third in volume of farm pre- 
miums in Ohio. The Ohio Farmers’, of course, 
is first and the Home second. TheL. & L. & 
G. and N. B. & M: are probably near a tie for 
fourth place. It is therefore with considerable 
interest that the Hartford’s circular to farm 
agents, stating that if that branch of its busi- 
ness is continued at all it will have to be on a 
more conservative basis, has been received. 

There will be other companies that will pull 
in their horns on farm business in Ohio, doubt- 
less. The Ohio Farmers’ farm loss ratio in 
Ohio last year is said to have been 96 per cent. 
of the premiums, and if this company, with its 
great experience and knowledge, sustains such 
a loss, it would be interesting to know what the 
companies inexperienced in this branch have 
stood. 

COLUMBIA ON FARM RATES. 

The following circular to agents, issued by 
the Columbia Insurance Company some time 
ago, treating on farm business, may be of in- 
terest: 

Dear Sir:—We —— rates at which this 
company will write farm risks. Agents will not 
write or renew any farm risk contrary to these 
rates and instructions. , 


FARM RATES. 


1Yr. 3 Yrs. 
Brick dwelling, with metal or slate 
roof, and contents of same $45 $§ Ww 
Brick dwellings, with shingle roof 
in whole or in part, and con- 
tents of same. ; 60 1.25 
Frame dwelling, metal or slate 
roof ech ace a 60 1.25 
Frame dwelling, shingle roof .70 1.50 
Barns and contents of same, in- 
sured with the dwelling 70 1,50 


In no case write an amount on barn and con- 
tents in excess of the amount written on dwell 


| ing and contents. 
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Contents of barns to be insured specifically 
under the usual form. 

Barns or contents, and contents of dwellings, 
without the dwelling, and farm property occu- 
mo by tenants, or heavily incumbered; or 
yuildings with old roofs, or tile flues, or with 
stove pipes passing through roofs, floors, parti- 
tions or sides of buildings, are absolutely pro- 
hibited. 

Write no policy for a longer time than three 
years. 

These rates and instructions supercede all 
others prior to this date. O. I. GUNCKEL, 

Secretary. 
+ — 
MANHATTAN LEAVES AKRON. 

The Manhattan Fire has notified its Akron 
agents not to write any more business until 
Chief Manderbach of the fire department is re- 
moved. Two years ago an effort was made to 
get rid of Manderbach; but, after an investiga- 
tion of the charges against him, he was vindi- 
cated. His friends say that the present action 
of the Manhattan is an attempt on the com- 
pany’s part to present an excuse for withdrawing 
from the Akron field, where it has been a non- 


boarder and has borne a great deal of rate- 


cutting. 


++ ++ 
SPRINGFIELD’S FINE RECORD. 

Springfield, O., is said to rank second among 
all the cities in the country of over 20,000 in- 
habitants, in the matter of small fire losses 
The chief of the fire department proposes to use 
this fact as a strong argument in favor of keep- 
ing the department up to its present efficiency, 
instead of reducing it by closing up one house, 
as is under consideration by the fire and pulice | 
board. It would seem that with a fire loss of | 
only 18 cents per capita for a year, the chief 
would have the backing not only of the local 
underwriters, but of the citizens as well, in op- 
posing any attempt to weaken the department. 

++ ++ 

POSSIBLE TROUBLE AT CINCINNATI. 

The Cincinnati board agents are feeling the 
effect of the constantly increasing inroads of 


the non-boarders, and at the meeting of the 


board a week ago a committee was appointed to | 
investigate and report on the number, charac- 
ter and extent of these outsiders’ agencies. The | 
committee is to report at a called meeting this | 
afternoon. An officer of the board said the 
other day, ‘‘We pay no attention to them.’’ 
Evidently the board finds it necessary to pay 
some attention to them. 
++ ++ 
THE CLEVELAND BOARD AND SQUIRE. 

Last week the time limit which was the only 
connection between Squire, Hahn & App and 
the Cleveland local board expired, and that 
worthy firm once more resumed the enjoyment 
of its free and untrammeled rights. The firm is 
said never to have been a board member in 
practice, and the whole arrangement and com- 
promise is looked upon in Cleveland as one of 


Squire’s tricks. There were really very few who | 


were sanguine enough to expect that Squire 
would remain a board member any leng:h of 
time. The board requires on the part of its 
members the observance, to a slight extent at 
least, of the principles of truth and honor, but 
these are foreign elements to Mr. Squire’s 
make-up, and could not prevail in him for any 
length of time. His election to membership was 
secured by a bare majority, and the general 
feeling at the time was that the board was mak- 
ing a mistake. Before Squire went in he was 
well-nigh whipped, and it seems very likely 
that if he had not received the succor he did he | 
and his agency would now be wiped out. There 
is considerable to give weight to the contention 
that he had no idea of remaining permanently a 
member. That his only object was for adver- 
tising purposes and to secure the new Cochran 
rates, there is little doubt. The daily papers of | 


Cleveland and elsewhere in Ohio have made 
Squire what he is. He has cultivated them and 
they have responded. He had no sooner been 
fined than he got the Cleveland papers to pub- 
lish interviews with him, in which he posed as 
a defender of the public against the insurance | 
combine. He said that he worked in harmony 
as long as the agents treated the public right, 
but as soon as they, in their board, wanted to | 
raise the rates he was no longer treating it so, | 
and in justice to it was obliged to withdraw, as 
he did not propose to have Cleveland suffer by 
having its rates raised because he was in the 
board. All this and more rot was published in 
every paper in the state that would do so, and 
Squire, of course, was the valiant protector of 
the public in all of the articles. 


While most believe Squire’s motives were en- 
tirely off-color, and that he joined the board 
with the only idea of swindling it, others hold 
that he had some idea at one time of remaining | 
in it. It is remembered that one of the condi- 
tions on which he joined was that all the busi- | 
ness on his books should have their present 
rates maintained for one year’s time; that is, 
that on his business already secured he should 
have the right to renew for one year at the old 
rates regardless of the advisory schedule. It 
was also a part of the agreement that other 
agents should have the same privilege as he in 
writing the business at his rates if they could 
get it. All of Squire, Hahn & App's business is 
held for the sole reason of low rates, and when 
the other agents were on an equal footing with 
them in this regard, the business began to go off 
at an astonishing rate. Squire, with his small 
and questionable companies, could not compete 
with regular companies. So at the board meet- 
ing one day those present were surprised when 
Squire got up and offered a resolution to have 
the rates on his business advanced at once to 
the tariff instead of waiting out the year. This, 
it is understood, was joyfully acceded to, and 
after the board had put itself on record Squire 
resigned, using this ‘‘raise in rates’’ as a pretext 
before the public for his action. He forgot to 
tell the public that it was himself who had se- 
cured the raise; and as the Cleveland agents 
have for some time past tabooed the practice of 
answering Squire’s statements through the 
papers, and thus bring on a controversy, he had 
things all his own way. When Mr. Truesdell 
was secretary of the board he got. into a news- 
paper argument with Squire, and, as one agent 
remarked, as Squire could lie faster than Trues- 
dell or any other man could tell the truth, 
Truesdell was left at the quarter post. The only 
good effect of Squire joining was the help it 
gave to the movement by which the Germania 
and other non-board agencies were induced to 
become members. Otherwise, Squire returns to 
the fight against the regular companies with his 
storehouse of information renewed and his 
strength recuperated. While competitive rates 
have not been declared against him, President 
Parsons has been given authority in the fixing 
of advisory rates, each case being treated indi- 
vidually. 

It is rather a curious thing that a man of 
Squire’s character should be able to cause so 
much trouble to a legitimate business; for it 
must be admitted that he has made a world of 
trouble in Cleveland. Just the other day an- 
other of his sharp practices came to light. It 
seems strange that he should be able to secure 
and hold the agencies of any class of companies. 
The latest alleged case of irregularity against 
him is his action with regard to a certain fire in 
Cleveland. The story, which is doubtless true 
and is substantiated by several leading agents 
of Cleveland, is to the effect that when one of 
Squire’s Lloyds failed or withdrew from the | 


state he replaced the policies with those’ of an- 
other company in his office and in a certain in- 
stance took the new policy to the assured and 
tried to place it. The assured refused to accept 
it and Squire took the policy, which was for 
$4,50), back to the office. In the meantime the 
daily report covering it had gone off and the 
policy lay for some time in the office. Before 
it was reported as cancelled, the assured suffered 
a loss. Squire then, it is said, took the rejected 
policy and placed it with the assured and the 
company paid $1,800 or thereabouts as the par- 
tial loss. The name of the company and as- 
sured is withheld for the present, but will pos- 
sibly be given out later. Any company that 
will allow such doings on the part of its agent, 
even though it be not a party in the case, must 
certainly be hard up for agency representation. 
UNDERWRITERS OF PA. IN OHIO. 

The Underwriters of Pennsylvania, formed of 
the fire companies of Pellet & Hunter, of 
Chicago, foreseeing the ruling out of the an- 
nexes in Ohio under the anti-compact law, as 
they were in Michigan, have discontinued writ- 
ing business under their old form. ‘“Under- 
writers of Pa.’’ agencies have been replaced 
with those of the Citizens’ of Pittsburg, ‘issued 
through the Underwriters of Pennsylvania 
agency.’’ The same sized line is written as be- 
fore except that the Citizens reinsures four- 
fifths in the other four companies formerly 
comprising the Underwriters. The Ohio insur- 
ance department is understood to be about 
ready to take action along the lines of the 
Michigan department. This would not rule out 
the New York Underwriters’ agency or any 
‘‘underwriters’’ composed of only one company. 

EAGLE IN CLEVELAND. 

The Eagle of New York is now installed in 
the non-board office of Squire, Hahn & App at 
Cleveland. It was formerly represented by 
Bingham & Douglass, but that firm, which had 
represented it for many years, resigned it for 
its conservative policy. Mr. Douglass felt that 
the preferred business of the Eagle should go 
to those of his companies which carried his less 
desirable business for him The Eagle, which 
gets, or rather got, its principal revenue out of 
New York city, has lost an immense quantity 
of premiums by the rate war there, and if it 
wishes to save itself from going out of busi- 
ness, will have to branch out more extensively 
through the field. : 

THE SCHUYLKILL. 

One or two agents in Ohio are understood to 
have returned the supplies of the Schuylkill 
Fire of Philadelphia, fearing to represent it 
under the belief that it is ‘‘not long for this 
earth.”” Naturally Squire, Hahn & App have 
the Cleveland agency. William Kane of Phila- 
delphia, who organized the Schuylkill, has by 
the way, decided to retire entirely from the 
fire insurance business and has resigned the 
agency of the Manhattan. 

OHIO LOCAL ACENTS ASSOCIATION. 

The Ohio Association of Local Agents will 
hold a meeting at Put-in-Bay, Victoria or Beebe 
hotels, August 16 and 17, for the purpose of ef- 
fecting a reorganization. The association has 
so far, practically accomplished nothing. It is 
felt, however, the present demoralized condi- 
tions in Ohio make the reotganization and ac- 
tive operation of the association a necessity. 
The organization of the field men for the 
avowed purpose of enforcing a separation in 
agencies on the commission question, has stirred 
up quite a number of the agents, and it is felt 








rer 








they should get together and consider this and 
other questions. 


Bay, and many will doubtless avail themselves 
of the locality to bring their wives and families 
for a little outing. Special rates will probably 
be secured on the railroads and a large attend- 
ance is anticipated. 
++ ++ 
RATE WAR AT AKRON. 

The board and non-board men at Akron are 
making matters very interesting for each other. 
The non-boarders have cut rates to such an 
extent that the board men are feeling it keenly, 


while at the same time they claim that some of | 


the board men are writing below schedule rates. 
The fight appears to have reached the point 
where the board people will soon have to meet 
the cut-rates or lose their business, unless the 
non-boarders give up the fight. There are only 
a few of them and the strain appears to be get- 
ting pretty heavy on them. One of them ad- 
mitted the other day that they would all be in 
the board in six months, unless the people of 
Akron come to their assistance with business. 


++ ++ 
RATE-CUTTING AT NEWARK. 

Some of the agents here are complaining con- 
siderably of loss of business to the Squire, Hahn 
& App Company and agents from Mansfield. 
Thos. D. Pearson, representing the Cleveland 
combination, has secured something over $100,- 
000 in business from Newark since January 1. 
It is said these outsiders wrote the Newark 
brewery, $60,000, at 40 cents, when the tariff 
rate is 1 per cent; Heisey Glass Company, $40,- 
000, at 1% per cent, tariff rate 2%, but reduced 
to $1.75; R. Schudler iron works, $26,000, at 1% 
per cent, tariff 24%; Hibbert & Schause build- 
ing, at 1 per cent for three years, tariff 1 per 
cent for one year; Moser & Wooley Company’s 
stove foundry, $50,000, at 85 cents, tariff 1% 


per cent; Hotel Warden, $16,000, at 75 cents, | 
tariff $1.75; H. H. Griggs & son, mercantile, | 
$60,000, at 50 cents, tariff rate 95 cents; and | 


many other small mercantile buildings. They 
seem to be going after the business in Newark 
systematically and the agents are beginning to 
feel the effect of it. 

The local agents are all members of the board 
and are working harmoniously. 

++ ++ 
WAR AT ZANESVILLE, TOO. 

The situation at Zanesville is somewhat 
strained at present, with three or four agents 
refusing to co-operate with the board. George 
Brown, representing the Delaware, Germania, 
International, American of N. J., Cincinnati, 
Milwaukee Mechanics and Reliance, is out with 
a card in the local papers as follows: 

‘‘I guarantee to save you money on your fire 


insurance if you will call. George Brown, 157 
Main street.’’ 


Fred C. Zinsmeister is also out and writing | 


considerable business at rates below tariff. The 
other two non-boarders are not cutting any fig- 
ure in the chase for business, England Bros. and 
S. D. Cosner. However, there will be a change 
in the England agency before long, when it 
will become more aggressive. The old agencies 
of Hahn & Nant and Guthrie are the principal 
losers to the non-board element. There is con- 
siderable personal feeling between the local 
board and the Brown agency, and somewhat of 
a fight is looked for before peace is secured. 
Zanesville has been free from strife, and it is 
unfortunate for all concerned. 


++ ++ 
CINCINNATI AND EX-PRESIDENT SIMRALL. 
At the National Local Agents’ Association 
convention at Detroit last Friday and Saturday, 
the question of bringing the convention to Cin- 
cinnati next year came up. The Cincinnati 





League and other organizations were interested 


Agents can make both a busi- | in having this done, and President Simrall, of 
ness and pleasure trip of the convention at the | 


Covington, read their letters of invitation from 
the chair. He stated, however, that personally 
he could not recommend Cincinnati and he 
would advise the association not to go there; 
that while, being a resident of Covington, which 
is across the river from and closely identified 
with the Queen City, ordinarily he would be 
glad to have the convention meet there, he 
would be sorry to see it in this instance. Mr. 
Simrall said that though he asked the Cincin- 
nati Underwriters’ Association to extend an in- 
vitation in common with those of the mayor of 
the city and the Cincinnati League, it refused 
to do so; and inasmuch as the insurance fra- 
ternity itself did not want the association the 
association could not want Cincinnati, and he 
therefore threw the weight of his influence to 
Louisville, which was a prominent candidate 
and the most logical selection. T,ouisville was 
passed up, and Buffalo was favored. There were 
no agents from Cincinnati present at the De- 
troit meeting Whether this was due to natural 
apathy or disapproval is a question. Leading 
agents from Columbus, Toledo and Cleveland 
were present in numbers. The inference, of 
course, is that the Cincinnati agents did not 
care to honor Mr. Simrall by joining the asso- 
ciation of which he has been president. If this 
is the reason Cincinnati agents may hesitate no 
longer, as Mr. Simrall refused a re-election, 
neither is he on any of the committees for the 
ensuing year. Cincinnati agents cannot afford 
to disregard the agency association longer. It 
is a permanency and will be a heayy factor in 
the business. The Cjncinnati agents would do 
well to attend the reorganization of the Ohio 
association at Put-in-Bay, August 16 and 17. 
L. F. RUNCK CHARGED WITH REBATING. 

L. F. Runck, of Cincinnati, does not know 
positively just now whether his agency is in the 
board or not. Nearly two weeks ago he was 
bulletined as indefinitely suspended from mem- 
bership for alleged rebating in the case of the 
Manss-Bruning Shoe Manufacturing Company. 
The appeal committee took the matter up and 
he was exonerated of the charge; and his check 
of $50, which he put up at the time he was ac- 
cused, has been returned to him. On the heels 
of that another similar charge was placed 
against him. He has refused to put up his 
check or pay any attention to this case, as he 
claims to have no insurance placed directly 
whére the rebating is said to have been done 
and that the charges are trumped up. He de- 
clines to make any statement about the matter 
at this time; but, if he is expelled from the 
board, it is safe to say that something will drop 
and drop hard. He is known as a good fighter, 
and he has a good following in the board. One 
member said when the former charges were up 
that if he were expelled it would disrupt the 
board. From his tone in declining to talk about 
the last charge it can easily be seen that he is 
not in a mood to be imposed upon by any 
meats. 


++ + 


CINCINNATI FIRES. 

While July has thus far been marked by an 
unusual number of fires in Cincinnati, even for 
this midsummer month, the insurance compan- 
ies have gotten off very easily. Up to noon 
yesterday there had been 37 bell alarms and 72 
still alarms. Of this number only three were 
of great financial importance. On July 8 the 
Cincinnati Edison Electric Light plant was 
gutted at a loss of from $50,000 to $60,000 with 
no insurance. On July 10 the six-story shoe 
factory of Val. Duttenhofer & Sons was visited 
by a serious fire. The loss on stock and ma- 





chinery was $31,000 and on building $2,100. 
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The sound value of the stock was $106,000 and 
the insurance $89,500, all placed through Mr. 
Clapper, a solicitor in the office of Adam Gray 
& Co. The latest big fire was that in the lum- 
ber yard of the E. D, Albro Company and sur- 
rounding district. The sound value of the lum- 
ber lost by the Albro Company is placed at 


$31,000. Its claim is $19,000, with insurance 
at $17,500. The exposure losses were about 
$5,500. Capt. J. J. Conway, of the Salvage 


Corps, says that, aside from these fires, insur- 
ance companies have not lost $10,000 in Cincin- 
nati this month. 

On Tnesday evening the Newport Sawmill 
Company’s plant and a number of residences in 
the neighborhood burned at an estimated loss of 
$50,000 or $60,000 to the sawmill company and 
$25,000 to others. The insurance on the saw- 
mill is said to have been placed with L. F. 
Runck for $8,000, Carl Kleve & Co. for $10,000, 
and the rest in Covington and Newport offices. 

The records of Captain Conway of the Cincin- 
nati Salvage Corps for the first six months of 
the year show that five alarms came in over the 
Ludlow automatic alarm of which four were 
false and the other came 30 seconds after a 
street box had been pulled. Three came over 
the National, of which two were false. Sixty- 
seven fires were caused by gasoline stoves, asa 
result of which nine persons lost their lives, 21 
were injured and a loss of property occured to 
the extent of probably $5,000. 


AMONG OHIO AGENTS. 


E. H. Coe, of Dayton, now represents 1 fire 
companies. 


J. H. Iddings has become agent of the Home 
at Forest Hill, O. 


Mrs. J. Weil, Jr., of Cleveland, has succeeded 
to the business of her late husband, whose death 
occurred a few weeks ago. 


Gus Williamson has purchased the Hamilton 
county agency of the Ohio Farmers from Ed 
Steel, and will hereafter operate that important 


| county with headquarters at Cincinnati. 


Al. C. Lermann, of the insurance firm of 
Buerkle & Lermann, of Sandusky, has returned 
to his regular business after a successful incum- 
bency of the deputy postmastership of Sandusky. 


The insurance firm of Nichols & Kautzman, 
of Bellefontaine, O., has been dissolved owing 
to the absence of Major Kautzman with the 
army. The business will be 


continued by 
Morgan J. Nichols. 


Peter J. Mettler, who represents the Eagle of 
New York, Union of Buffalo, German of Wheel- 


| ing and Washington of Cincinnati, at Toledo, 


has removed his office to Room 3 Produce Ex- 
change, formerly occupied by Ira Richardson 
& Son. 


Job J. Clark, a well-known insurance agent of 
London, O., was recently made the subject of a 
surprise party, on which occasion he was the 
recipient of an elegant Knights Templar and 
Shriners watch charm from friends, mostly 
insurance men. 


BootH.—C. L. Booth, of Cleveland, state 
agent of the Bankers Life of Iowa, wrote some 
$320,000 last month, The Bankers is doing a 
very heavy business in Ohio. 


McANINCH.—J. P. McAninch of Cleveland, 
formerly manager of the Massachusetts Benefit 
Life, and until recently with the National Life 
of Hartford, which has withdrawn from Ohio, 
has got tired of the life business, and opened up 
on fire, representing some of Squire, Hahn & 
App’s companies. Some men were born un- 
lucky, and when the Squire companies go out 


as did his life concerns, Mr. McAninch will 
| probably blame his ‘‘ luck.”’ 
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LOCAL FIRE AGENTS’ NATIONAL MOVEMENT. 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 





ASSOCIATION AND ORGANIZATION THE CRY. 


Third Annual Convention of the National Association of Local Agents Takes Action on 
Over-head Writing and Condemns Other Evils —The Gathering a Sue- 
cessfal One.—_Some Comments on the Association 
and the Meeting. 


It is a unique fact that during the hundred 
years and more of progress and growth of the 
fire insurance business and in all its evolutions 
and changes, the subject of local agency organi- 
zation has until three years ago received no 
practical consideration. There have been com- 
pany organizations for the uniform regulation 


of the local agents, special agents’ associations | 


for the same purpose; there have been organi- 
zations of companies of one class as against 
those of other classes; special agents as minor 
officials have cagried out the line of policy 
adopted by their superiors, but the local agents 
as a body, the vital and most necessary factor 
of the business had until three years ago given 
but little attention to an organization among 
themselves. 


ae +4 


THE ORGANIZATION MOVEMENT. 


The present movement of the local agents was 


the actual result of the agitation of the question 
of their rights, privileges, and restrictions It 
began to be seen a few years ago that the spirit 
of organization which has taken root in all the 
branches of the commercial world must reach 
the local fire insurance agents. At first the 
movement received iittle encouragement. The 
companies were ayainst it; and most of the 
agents, not quite perhaps realizing the changed 
and changing conditions, could not see why, if 
an association had not been necessary in the 
past, it should be necessary now. The com- 


pany managers, realizing the latent power of | 


the local agents as an organized body, feared to 
bring that power into being. They doubtless 
felt as a manufacturer does when his employes 
organize a union to be prepared for the emer- 
gency which might arise at any time. Only a 
few endorsed or even observed passively the 
movement, and most were decidedly against it. 
Up to a year ago it may even be said to have 
been looked on with ridicule. 


$+ ++ 
DANGERS TO THE LOCAL AGENT. 

The third annual convention at Detroit last 
Friday and Saturday will have the effect of 
forever dispelling any doubt as to the utility 
and necessity of an organization of local agents. 
The business is at the point now where in all its 
aspects it can not be looked at from a company 
view alone. There is a local agents’ and a field 


point of view which cannot be ignored and | 


which is represented in the local agents’ na- 
tional association. The objects of the associa- 
tion are of the highest—the preservation of 
what is known as the American system of under- 
writing, and the system that has recognized the 
American local agent as the highest type of his 
kind the world over. The agents are beginning 
to appreciate the possibility of their losing this 
in the concentration policy which is character- 
izing all lines of trade and commerce. Of 
course, this is not the object which inspired the 
organization of a local agents’ association, for it 
is not apparent to many agents, but it is the 
underlying though indirect object, and the 
direct apparent evils which the agents are trying 
to weed out are felt to be but the forerunners of | 
the deeper calamity. 


THE STATE OF AFFAIRS. 

The Detroit meeting was by far the most im- 
portant as well as the most satisfactory yet held. 
It was way above the St. Louis one and was not 
to be compared with the first at Chicago. The 
work up to this meeting has been really but a 
campaign of education. There is no more diffi- 
cult class of men to enthuse on the subject of a 
national association than the local agents of 
the country as a body. It will take many of 
them a long time to appreciate that the national 
aspect of their business is by far more im- 
portant to them than their local view. The 
seat of all their troubles and good fortune is in 
the national condition, and all their local causes 
of complaint can be traced as the effect of the 
general state of affairs. It would seem then 
that they are wasting time in trying to correct 
general evils by local application, and that the 
proper field of their work is in conjunction 
with their brother agents through the National 
and state local agents’ associations. 

++ +e 
OBJECT OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

The evils which threaten the firmament of 
the local agency system may be summed up 
under a very few heads. It is well recognized 
that the National Association of Local Agents 
may not be able to correct all these irregulari- 
ties, but it is pointed out that if only one or 
two of them are eradicated by it a great work 
has been done and the body have justified its 
existence. The work of organizing sixty thou- 
sand local agents scattered over a large area, 
located in every city, town and hamlet of the 
country, is not the task of a day. The cam- 
paign of organization, therefore, must go hand 
in hand with the work cut out to be done, and 
only when the first is completed will the latter 
be in an entirely satisfactory state of operation. 
The local agents in their association do not pro- 
pose to dabble in anything but what is strictly 
their own business. They have their functions 
as have the company officers and company 
special agents. They have a recognized place 
and they are justified in doing their utmost 
to maintain it. The practice of overhead writ- 
ing, the placing by companies of multiple 
agencies, the establishing of annexes, the non- 
observance of the principle that the agent and 
not the company owns the business worked up 
by the former on a commission; these are all 
doing their share to make of the local agent a 
nonentity and, as Mr. Pertle in his paper so aptly 
termed it, “a mere premium puller.’’ The 
doing away with these abortions of under- 
writing and American agency principles, is 
certainly a worthy object for even so august a 
body as the sixty thousand insurance agents of 
the country would compose. 

THE CONVENTION. 

Altogether there were nearly 200 delegates in 
attendance at the Detroit convention. They 
were scattered at the various hotels, one of the 
most popular places being Chiera’s European 
hotel and bath-house, which was headquarters 
for President Woodworth, Chairman of Or- 
ganization Committee Groves, the press, and 
others. After the call to order, address of 
welcome by Mayor Maybury of Detroit, and 
the response by Holger De Roode, President 





Simrall delivered his annual address. The 
result dealt with overhead writing largely and 
the committee on his address formed the reso- 
lutions adopted by the association which were 
the chief result of the convention. This im- 
portant measure is given in full, as follows: 
++ ++ 
THE MILK OF THE COCOANUT. 

‘*This association now considers that the abuse 
of overhead writing has grown unbearable; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this associa- 
tion, and we declare it as the first principle of 
our platform, that the appointment of an agent 
implies, legally and morally, the absolute con- 
trol by the agent of the authorized territory, in 
so far as his appointment implies. When the 
company itself issues policies on risks in said 
territory, without the consent of its appointed 
agent, or by reinsurance assists another com- 
pany to do the same, its act is contrary to the 
principles herein defined, and is justifiable only 
in the case of railroad schedules, including roll- 
ing stock. 

Resolved. further, That this association rec- 
ognizes that this practice is participated in by 
local agents, which we believe should also be 
condemned, and urge upon the companies to 
rigidly confine each agent to the territory for 
which he is appointed. 

‘For the purpose of preventing this destruc- 
tive habit of overhead writing, we hereby in- 
struct the president of this association to pre- 
pare, with the advice of the executive commit- 
tee, a proper form of pledge of allegi.nce to 
this principle, the same to be submitted to all 
companies, and the executive committee is 
hereby instructed to publish the list of compa- 
nies so pledged. 

“Resolved, That from and after the publica- 
tion of the said alphabetical list, every local 
agent in America be urged to advertise, recom- 
mend, support and favor in all honorable ways, 
and with all possible means, the companies 
whose names appear therein, and who have 
thus expressed their willingness to respect and 
protect the business of their local agents. 

“This association considers that the local 
agents of the United States must stop the pres- 
ent reckless multiplication of agencies in the 
same locality. We deem that our intervention 
is necessary to preserve the conservative and 
loyal agency force from extinction, and to pre- 
vent a disastrous outbreak by companies made 
desperate by the loss of business now absorbed 
by multiplied agencies. Both these purposes 
will be accomplished by the adoption of the rule 
of one agent in each locality, to be responsible 
for the company’s interests there, to enjoy the 
authority and profit of his agency unimpaired, 
and to have any other appointments subor- 
dinated to him. Without the control of this 
principle there is no limit to the creation of 
competing agencies to debase the agency force 
and precipitate national demoralization. 

“Resolved, That the grievance committee 
ascertain and promulgate the names of compa- 
nies that insist on maintaining this abuse, so 
that the local agents of the United States may 
reward with their patronage the companies that 
are their friends. 

“The committee recommend the following 
features of the resolution referred to by Mr. 
Woodworth, the other features of his recom- 
mendations being embodied in the foregoing 
resolutions: 

‘‘WHEREAS, The writing of large lines and 
the reinsuring of the excess of home and man- 
aging offices absorbs business which would 
otherwise be written by local agents and cred- 
ited to the agency account of companies; and 

“WHEREAS, This practice encourages and 
fosters overhead writing, discourages good feel- 














ing and reciprocity among local agents, and is 
inimical to the best interests of all concerned; 
therefore, be it 

‘Resolved, That we respectfully request all 
agency companies to limit their writings as far 
as possible to the amounts they are willing to 
carry without reinsurance, and 

‘Resolved, That we urge local agents to give 
only such lines to each company as it will carry 
without reinsurance, placing the surplus in 
their other companies or with their fellow 
agents.”’ 

++ ++ 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT. 

Chairman Robinson of the executive com- 
mittee started off the afterrioon session with the 
reading of his report. The following extracts 
cover about all the points: 


The evils of overhead insurance confront us 
all—there seems no place so remote but what 
feels its baneful effects--this, therefore, must 
and should receive our severest condemnation, 
but there is occasionally the company antago- 
nistic to the best interests of the business of, 
say the Kentucky association, demoralizing 
rates and endeavoring to break up boards, de- 
clining to recognize any expressed requests for 
suppression coming from so small a contingent. 
Bulletin the fact, gentlemen: this is one of the 
favorite ways of doing things in the insurance 
business. Let. your National Committee on 
Grievance know about it, failing on their part 
to remedy the evil, let it be bulletined to the 
various state associations and by them in turn 
to the agents of such company, and when the 
business begins to systematically drop from the 
books, something else will drop This won't 
have to be done many times, and it affords me 
unlimited pleasure to say that recent experi- 
ence on the part of the Kentucky association 
developed the fact, that the companies of any 
standing that fail to recognize that local agents 
have rights, can be counted on the fingers of 
one hand, and by such course as the one out- 
lined above, it will not be necessary to teach 
more than one at a time. Now, gentlemen, it 
is not meant by this that a spirit of boycott is 
abroad in the land—we recognize the compa- 
nies’ rights and privileges, and have no desire 
or intention of interfering and in return we 
have a few of our own and they must be re- 
spected and right here let me say that the self- 
respecting company does not overlook this fact. 
Show us the company that denies such rights 
and I will name you the one against which we 
should make an early issue. 


oa ++ 


In spirit this means, confine your operations 


to the territorial limits of your appointment. 
By what right or authority can we ask or re- 
quest a discontinuance of overhead insurance, 
when we ourselves are invading the jurisdiction 
of our brother agents, and nobody knows this 
better than the companies to whom we report 
such transactions, When business is thrust 
upon you, remote from your agency, send it to 
some of our fellow members in whose bailiwick 
the property is located and trust to his gener- 
osity for compensation. I warrant you will find 
him willing to meet you half way and recipro- 
cate the favor at first opportunity—to say noth- 
ing of the fact that by reason of his near prox- 
imity to the risk, he is better prepared to 
properly write it and knows more as to its de- 
sirability. Then, again, you will stimulate 
greater desire for membership in this organiza- 
tion—the old adage ‘Do unto others’’ etc.. is 
far more preferable in the end than its modern 
conception “Do others, or they will do you.”’ 
I say again, gentlemen, let the good work begin 
at home—there is not a member in this associa- 
tion who would not be content with his terri- 
torial rights fully reserved. That is principally 
what we are now fighting for. This association 
has gone on record as opposed to overhead in- 
surance. It is in order that we should fully de- 
fine our position, that there be no misunder- 
standing. 

Through the instrumentality of my official 
connection with the Kentucky association, it | 
has come to my notice from a most reliable 
source, that there are two forms of this practice, | 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


which I think are not generally understood. | 
The recorded agreement on the part of the com- 
panies with our insurance commissioner to write 
Kentucky business only through Kentucky 
agents has led up to the appointment of dum- 
mies residing in Kentucky, but acting as sten- 
ographers, clerks or bookkeepers in Cincinnati 
offices and signing such policies as are necessary 
to protect Kentucky business -there is practi- 
cally no limit as you will see to this method of 
evasion. The other, even more prolific and far- 
reaching, is the practice of re-insuring un- 
authorized companies. By this means, the 
broker and small fry are able to pirate upon 
your business by asystematic reduction in rates 
and rebates, gathering in your large lines and 
after pocketing the proceeds, reduce their lia- 
bility by re-insurance in the companies that 
should reserve the privilege of a direct line 
through your office. I know whereof I speak. 
The greed for business leads up to most curious 
bedfellows—in the near future, it will be my 
privilege to know the names of all such compa- 
nies, together with those they re-insure; is it to 
be supposed for a minute that these little fel- 


lows would write the jumbo lines they do, were | 


they unable to count on substantial relief? 
Your executive committee believe these both to 
be obnoxious forms of overhead insurance, oue 
of which may be technically termed overhead 
re-insurance, to which your attention should be 
given. 

Just now there is a great noise in the land, 
and much confusion over the annex question, 
which, after all, is hut another form of agency 
duplication; one is no worse than the other; 
both are alike detrimental to the business and 
lead up to many complications for all parties in 
interest. This is openly admitted on the part 
of the companies and through their own organ- 
izations, effort has been made at reform, with- 
out result. It remains with agents’ associations 
to correct this growing evil, decline to accept 
more than the second agency of any company 
and encourage your single agency by favorit- 
ism; under no circumstances, continue to re- 
present a company with a non-board attach- 
ment. Immediately send in your supplies. Such 


evidence of disrespect for your welfare fully | 


warrants this kind of treatment. 
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE REPORT. 

Merwin Jackson, of Toledo, chairman of the 
Grievance Committee, presented its report. 
There were some rumors that this would prove 
a ‘‘warm number,’’ but it is couched in diplo- 
matic language. The report is not tame because 
there is nothing to write about, but because it 
was thought good policy to ‘‘temper the wind,”’ 
etc. Here it is in full: 

During the past year there have been but few 
formal complaints laid before your grievance 
committee, those few being against flagrant at- 
tempts at over-head writing upon several large 
risks, 

Your committee took immediate action in 
each of these cases, and was successful in every 
instance in preventing the placing of any part 
of these lines, by brokers, with any of the reg- 
ular ‘‘agency companies,’’ that is, companies 
that do their business through local agents. 
Some part of each of these lines was written by 
companies which make a specialty of writing 
for brokers and recognize agents only when 
they find it convenient, but by far the larger 
portions were forced back into the hands of the 
local agents. 

Upon hunting down several cases where the 
regular companies were on one of these risks 
through a New York brokerage firm, it was 
found that, failing to secure such policies from 
the companies direct, the brokers had placed 
the line through a local agency in the town 
where the risk was located, leaving the compa- 
nies to suppose that the lines had been secured 
in a legitimate manner. 

In this effort against the practice of over-head 
writing, your committee has received the hearty 
co-operation of the Governing Committee of the 
Western Insurance Union, its chairman, Mr. W. 
W. Dudley, not only taking action to prevent 
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Union companies from accepting the lines, but 
successfully using his influence in obtaining 
like action by respectable companies not mem- 
bers of the Union, 

Your committee is convinced by its experience 
that company managers generally disapprove of 
the practice of over-head writing, and believe 
that it is injurious alike to both company and 
agent, and that even those managers whose 
cowardice or greed has led them to yield to 
temptation, would welcome a systematic attack 
upon it by this association. 

To make such an effort effective, however, 
will require the most loyal assistance of agents 
everywhere All agents must recognize the fact 
that when they allow themselves to place busi- 
ness for outside brokers (the sharks of the trade) 
they are undermining their own agencies and 
building up a force which must sooner or later 
destroy their business. 

For the coming year your committee asks 
that the members of the Association report to it 
every Well-authenticated case of over-head writ- 
ing, or attempts thereat, which may come to 
their knowledge, giving the fullest possible in- 
formation regarding the parties trying to place 
the business, what companies are on the risk, 
the rate at which it could be written if placed at 
home, and all other information obtainable 
which might be useful. 

Agents would greatly facilitate this work if, 
before reporting a contemplated case of over- 
head writing, they would first ascertain whether 
any local agent was willing to write the business 
for the broxer, and thus nullify any action your 
committee might take. 

While we may not be able to immediately put 
an end to this pernicious practice, we believe 
that much can be done by a proper effort in this 
direction. 

After the report was written an insertion was 
made condemning the large life companies for 
encouraging overhead writing on the property 
throughout the country owned by them. 


CONTROVERSIES ON THE FLOOR. 

President Wolff, of the Rochester local board, 
read an interesting paper on ‘‘Compacts in Lo- 
cal Boards.’’ It was mainly an account of the 
experience of the Rochester board in keeping 
the local atmosphere pure and the business in a 
healthy condition. Mr. Wolff showed how mul- 
tiple agencies and overhead writing had been 
prevented in Rochester by agents having private 
agreements or compacts not to take the agency 
of any company that offended. It was very in- 
teresting as showing the modus operandi of the 
agents in accomplishing such results, but 
strange to say its discussion was the occasion of 
one of the two breaches of any importance in 
the arguments of the delegates. Jolin Rogers, 
Jr., of Paul, took advantage of the discussion 
to rush in with a strong protest against compact 
managers and rate-making by companies. He 
held this system should be abolished and the 
work turned over entirely to the local boards 
and state field men. The other point on which 
the agents divided was on the resolutions 
adopted on the recommendations of the com- 
mittee on President Simrall’s address, as 
reprinted in full above. Charles F. Goodrich, 
of Newburgh, New York, president of the New 
York Association, led in the movement to pub- 
lish in addition to the list of companies that 
signed the overhead writing pledge, those that 
would not do so. It was not thought best, for 
politic reasons, to publish the list in this form. 

OVERHEAD WRITING THE CHIEF TARGET. 

While it was entirely plain that the target 
labeled, ‘‘overhead writing’’ was the principal 
one in importance at the meeting and the one 
that received all the ‘‘practice,’’ the subject of 
multiple agencies was not entirely neglected. 
The manifest intention is to direct almost the 
entire attention to overhead writing, until 


that cause for complaint is done away with 
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altogether. Multiple agencies are looked 
upon as the second number on the pro- 
gram. Like Havana in the Cuban war cam- 


paign, the subject is in a measure kept in the 
background, although possibly more important 
than overhead writing, until the post of Santi- 
ago, overhead writing, is captured. It is pretty 
safe to say that the next convention will take 
up multiple agencies, perhaps even more ag- 
gressively than its sister evil has been handled 
at this meeting. In the meantime, in order not 
to lose sight entirely of that problem, George 
D. Markham of St. Louis read a very good paper 
on ‘‘Multiple Agencies.” 
THE ASSOCIATION AS VIEWED BY COMPANIES. 

The papers of R. J. Smith and Frank Whit- 
ney, secretaries respectively of the Traders and 
Michigan, were interesting as expressions com- 
ing from company officials on the local agency 
association movement. Both spoke highly of 
the impressions they had received both at the 





meeting and of the representative class of men | 


they had met there General Smith spoke on 
‘‘Modern Underwriting and Overwriting,’’ or 
rather his paper on that subject was read for 
him, owing to the uncertain light, by E. H. 
Day, of Trinidad, Colorado. He prefaced the 
reading of the paper by some interesting per- 
sonal remarks. He called on the agents to 
maintain their independent stand as an impor- 
tant part of the business, and not to be afraid to 
discuss in their meetings all questions freely, 
without fear of the consequences. He said they 
were just as important in their scope as the 
managers in theirs, and have just as much to 


siy and the right to say it regarding their per- | 


sonal concerns. 
his paper, also spoke on ‘‘hypocrisy.’’ He said 
the worst thing that could enter into association 
deliberations was “hypocrisy.’’ He was of the 
opinion that the association had a great work 
before it, as was also, by the way, General Smith; 
and both gentlemen wished it the best of suc- 
cess and the consummation of its avowed plans. 
Both gentlemen were attentive listeners to the 
whole proceedings and Mr. Smith especially 
seemed to regerd the doings with interest and 
approval. He took part in the discussions but 
once, and that was when the attempt was made 
to have the companies not signing the overhead 
writing pledge blacklisted. He argued against 
any list being published at all. He said that 
there were companies that would not hesitate to 
sign the pledge but which would not observe it, 
and yet they would get the advertising and credit 
for being observers; on the other hand, he 
thought companies should not be blacklisted 
for not signing, as it would be too severe a 
measure in the cases of some companies which 
might overlook it accidentally, or for some other 
reason be unable to sign it in its entirety, and 
yet be in sympathy with and practically abide 
by it. The papers of Smith and Whitney were 
well received. Mr. Whitney’s paper on the 
‘‘Company and the Agent’’ was one of the best 
of the several good ones. He has delivered be- 
fore various meetings the last couple of years. 
The last paper read was one by Edward H. Day 
of Trinidad, Colo., on ‘‘How Can Underwriting 
be Made a Profession ?”’ 


” 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON'S EXCURSION. 

The entertainment provided for the delegates 
by the Detroit local agents in the shape of an 
excursion on a chartered steamer to the St. Clair 
flats, passed off most happily. It was partici- 
pated in by about all the visitors and a great 
many of the local agents of Detroit with their 
ladies. Capt. W. A. Eldridge, Jacob Guthard, 
Fred Guenther,. Frank H. Whitney, James 
A. Jones and others contributed by their 


Mr. Whitney, before reading | 
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courtesy to the pleasure of the occasion. 
Michigan now has an association of its 
own, with Fred Guenther president and W. 
A. Eldridge secretary, both of Detroit. It 
was formed on the boat coming home. Among 
the Ohio and Michigan local and special agents 
present at the meeting were noted: T. H. Geer, 
A. W. Neale, A. W. Parsons, George H. Olm- 
sted, C. X. Schlaudecker, Robert Harper, Cleve- 
land; Wm. Guthrie, Zanesville; F. J. Macklin, 
C. W. Bryson, Columbus; W. H. Armstrong, 
Ripley; Merwin Jackson, John S. Kountz, Judd 
Richardson, Toledo; A. F. McKay, Springfield; 
C. L. Hecox, N. B. Jones, Lansing; Charles 
Holden, Grand Rapids, and quite a number of 
others. 


THE NEW OFFICERS. 

C. H. Woodworth, of Buffalo, succeeded A. 
G. Simrall, of Covington, to the presidency; R. 
S. Brannen, of Denver, was re-elected secretary 
for a third term; and A. H. Robinson of Louis- 
ville and F. W. Groves of Buffalo, chairmen of 
the executive committee and committee on or- 
ganization respectively, were re-elected. With- 
out the least flattery, Mr. Woodworth is doubt- 
less as good a man for the presidency as could 
have been selected from the entire ranks of local 
agents in the country. He not only demon- 
strated this at the Detroit meeting, but at St. 
Louis last year, when he was first vice-president 
and presided for one or two important sessions. 
The next meeting will be held in Octoher next 
year at Buffalo, and will last four days instead 
of two, as it was found that two days were 
hardly sufficient. 


METROPOLITAN’S NEW CONCESSION. 





One of the Most Important Steps Taken by 
an Industrial Company in Some Time. 


The same liberal policy that has characterized 


the Metropolitan in its voluntary granting of divi- 


dends on industrial policies for the past year 
and a half, whereby it has made policyholders 
a present of something like a million dollars, is 
evidenced in its new departure of granting ex- 
tended insurance in its industrial branch on 
policies five years old or over. On the 13th 
c'reular orders were issued to superintendents 
and detached assistants putting this plan into 
effect. In all cases of lapses of policies five 
years old or over the following letter will be 
sent to the policyholders from the home office: 

‘Dear . We notice that your policy 
No has lapsed for non-payment of pre- 
miums, and we assume that you were compelled 
to lapse it by reason of a temporary inability to 
continue payment. You know, of course, that 
you are entitled (1) to a paid-up policy upon 
surrender of the lapsed policy within six 
months from date of lapse. This letter is to 
inform you that you are entitled (2) to the 


alternative privilege of extended insurance if | 


applied for within eight weeks from the date 
when last premium paid was due. 
‘‘Upon surrender of the lapsed policy, with 


this letter, to the superintendent of your dis- | 


trict, you are entitled at your option either: 
‘1. Toa paid-up policy for $ 
re years and days; or 
‘2. Toa new increasing life and endowment 
policy of the form now in use by the company 
for $ in full immediate benefit, at present 
age, without medical examination, and a credit 
of premiums on the new policy for weeks. 
At the expiration of this period, the new policy, 
if issued, will lapse unless you continue to pay 
the premiums. The period for which premiums 
will be credited on this new policy is fixed by 
taking the full legal reserve of the lapsed policy 


, running | 


and giving you credit therefor according to our | 


regular table of rates. Yours truly, 
“GEO. B. WOODWARD, Sec’ y.”’ 
It is safe to say that this is one of the most 
important concessions made by any industrial 





company in some time. It can scarcely fail to 
be appreciated by the insuring public, as it ap- 
pears likely to do more to save policies from 
lapsing than perhaps any other concession ever 
granted. One of the most serious difficulties 
with industrial insurance has been that when 
the insured have been temporarily short of 
money, their only alternative has been to im- 
pose on the good nature of the agent by getting 
him to carry their insurance, contrary to rules, 
for a time, to take a paid-up policy for a very 
much reduced amount or to let the policies 
lapse. This new concession will have the effect 
of carrying people through just such periods of 
financial depression, save lapses and do away 
with much of the popular objection that one is 
likely to lose all he paid in because he is tem- 
porarily short of funds. 

This is another stepin the policy of industrial 
companies year by year to be more liberal in 
their treatment of those who are really striving 
to keep up insurance, while at the same time 
the companies are becoming continually more 
strict in their requirements for insurance. The 
result will be the elevation of the industrial 
business, a better class of people insured and 
more loyalty on their part toward their com- 
panies, while the shiftless and improvident clas- 
ses will be left without insurance. 


Toledo Life Premiums. 

The following are the gross premiums cul 
lected by regular life insurance companies in 
Lucas County in 1897, as returned for taxation. 
The companies are given in the order of the 
amount of premiums, largest first: 

Mutual, N. Y., 78,886; New York, 75,830: 
Equitable, N. Y., 70,708; Metropolitan, 65,933: 
N. W. Mutual, 60,011; Prudential, 47,847; Conn. 
Mutual, 19,157; Mass. Mutual, 18,222; John 
Hancock, 14,546; Mut. Benefit, 9,752; Phoenix 
Mutual, 9,323; Aetna, 6,618; National, 6,369; 
State Mutual, 6,205; Home, 4,501; Washington, 
4,452; Penn Mutual, 4,413; Mich. Mutual, 4,080; 
Prov. Savings, 3,803; United States, 2,717; 
Berkshire, 2,602; Germania, 2,210; Manhattan 
(net), 2,129; Union Mutual, 1,963; New Eng. 
Mutual, 41; American Union, 624; Provident 
L. & T., 464; Canada 319; Equitable, Ia., 74. 


The National Board Has Quit the Fight. 


It appears that the ruling of the commissioner 
of internal revenue on the tax on marine insur- 
ance has caused some chagrin to the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters. That organization 
had employed attorneys to try to get a ruling 
of this nature concerning fire business. They 
were unsuccessful, however, and the board gave 
up the fight. The commissioner intimated that 
no favoritism would be shown to any line of 
business, but held that his action on marine in- 
surance was necessary because of the peculiar 
manner in which that business is conducted. It 
is said that it is not the intention of the fire 
underwriters to demand a reopening of the 
question, although they havea right to do so 
since the ruling on marine business was made. 
While the National Board may take no further 
action, there is nothing to prevent those who 
are interested from bringing pressure to bear on 
the commissioner. If he still holds that noth- 
ing can be done for them under the law, they 
can use their influence with their Senators and 
Congressmen to get an amendment changing 
the manner of executing the law. 


The question brought up in the OnIo UN- 
DERWRITER last issue, as to whether reinsur- 
ance policies, contracts or daily reports would 
have to be stamped in accordance with the war 
revenue provisions, has been decided in the af- 
firmative. It was held by some that this would 


mean double taxation, as the policies were 
stamped when originally written. 
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~ LIFE INSURANCE NEWS 








TOLEDO LIFE STARTED. 

The Toledo Life Insurance Company, just 
organized under the ‘‘stipulated premium” law 
of Ohio, received its license June 25th and is 
now doing business. It has $600,000 in force. 
The company objects to the reflection cast upon 
it in the last issue of the OHIO UNDERWRITER 
on account of its having for one of its officers 
Cc. M. Gardner, who has by no means a good 
reputation in Toledo, and who is not now with 
the company. Prior to its receiving its license 
Gardner was secretary and agency director, but 
was dropped after he had been connected with 
the enterprise a short while. He is now said to 
be trying to organize a ‘‘stipulated premium”’ 
company in Cleveland. At any rate, he has de- 
serted an unappreciative public in Toledo, hop- 
ing possibly to meet with a better reception 
where he is not so well known. The Toledo 
Life has for officers: Ex-Governor Charles 
Foster, president; R. E. Hamblin, vice-presi- 
dent and secretary; C. H. Mills, medical director 
and treasurer; T. L. Gifford, counsel; and F. B. 
McLean, agency director. The company is 
writing its business at rates adequate to a level 
premium. 


FLAGRANT ATTEMPT AT REBATING. 

The OHIO UNDERWRITER has always advo- 
cated local life underwriters’ associations, believ- 
ing that great good could be accomplished by at 
least a closer social relation and that when life 
agents become well acquainted they, asa rule, 
will not undermine a brother agent’s business. 
A little incident of the past week which occurred 
in Cincinnati has a tendency, however, to 
weaken confidence in such organizations. 

One yearago a prominent merchant here took 
a policy for $50,000, and the agent that won 
secured the business upon the merits of his 
company's contract, leaving about eight of the 
leading companies in the distance. For the past 
year the insured has been fully cultivated by 
several of the defeated agents, and, just as a 
second renewal came, the following proposition 
was made to him: The insured to take out a new 
policy for $100,000 at a rebate of better than 75 
per cent and the agent of this particular com- 
pany to guarantee to secure for him every year 
for the next five years a similar contract, this 
agent furnishing a list of the companies in 
which he agreed to secure the insurance, It is 
pleasant to know that the business man paid 
his second renewal, but that does not make the 
attempt at rebating less outrageous. 

as + 
CLEVELAND LIFE’S DOINGS. 

The claims appear to be piling up against the 
People’s Mutual of Cleveland, Little hope is 
indulged in that any of the liabilities will be 
met. A firm of Cleveland lawyers is soliciting 
claims, probably with a view to combining them 
and suing the policy-holders under the assess- 
ment clause in their policies. One case in Ham- 
ilton of a lady 71 years old is particularly illus- 
trative. She has been paying for years and 
years and is now unable to get into the new 
company, the Cleveland life. So instead of 
sending her a Cleveland Life policy as is done 
to the younger and healthier members, the offi- 
cers are said to have sent her a lien policy in 
the Northwestern Life Association of Chicago, 
on which the premium per thousand was $114. 
Under the lien policy she would have to live a 
certain number of years before it would be good 
for its face. Inasmuch as the Northwestern 
Life Association (which is not the Northwestern 
Life Assurance) is, according to the last Ohio 


insurance report, not authorized in Ohio, the 
officers of the Cleveland life are apparently con- 
ducting business for an unauthorized concern, 
which is against the law. 

It is a question if the new company is not 
taking unwarranted and illegal privileges in 
transferring the members from the old to the 
new company. It has been the custom in cases 
of transfer of members from defunct associations 
to allow the receiver, on behalf of the creditors, 
a certain compensation for the information as 
to the risks transferred. Thus the Mutual Re- 
serve, in securing the records of policies of the 
Bay State, allowed a certain commission on all 
the risks transferred; and it is understood this 
was also the case with the New York Life and 
Massachusetts Benefit. The Cleveland Life, 
however, retained all the records of the People’s 
Mutual without the payment of a cent, and at 
once sent out the new policies to replace the 
old, marking them paid up so far as the old 
People’s policy was paid up. This was in some 
cases as much as six or seven months. Where 
does the Cleveland Life get the money with 
which to pay the premiums for these various 
periods on the large number of policies issued? 


| It has either appropriated the funds of the Peo- 


ple's Mutual or it starts out on its career with 
the bad precedent of cutting in on its reserve 
funds which are to be accumulated to maintain 
level premiums, and which is the understand- 
ing on which the policy-holders pay the in- 
creased premiums. The fact that these various 
detail irregularities in the People’s Mutual- 
Cleveland Life combination exist, would indi- 
cate that the said combination needs watching. 


WHERE IS DOYLE? 

G. A. Doyle, who for some months has cut a 
wide swath at Zanesville as general agent of the 
Mutual Reserve Fund, has left that city under 
somewhat peculiar circumstances, It appears 
that he secured an application for a $10,000 
policy on a man there, who passed the exami- 
nation and paid him $538 as first assessment. 
Since then the man died, and his daughter in 
attempting to collect on the policy is said to 
have discovered that the policy had never been 
secured from the Mutual Reserve Fund. About 
the time of this discovery Doyle left town. The 
attorney of the beneficiary is said to be trying 
to locate him. Doyle was formerly a Presby- 
terian minister at Clarksburg, W. Va., it is said. 

NATIONAL MUTUAL LIFE. 

The National Mutual Life of Minneapolis has 
issued a new rate book, and will write business 
in future at strictly old line rates. It is under- 
stood to have entered Ohio under the new 
stipulated premium law. The National Mutual 
is a poor concern for life insurance purposes at 
best, and agents and public in Ohio will do well 
to stear clear of it. It was until a short time 
ago run by C. F. Underhill, the notorious 
wrecker of the Flour City Life Association, N. 
W. Bloss and other assessment managers who 
have not acquired a savory reputation, by any 
means, in the business. 

NATIONAL OF HARTFORD AND OHIO. 

It is understood the National Life of Hartford 
has withdrawn from Ohio. Its alleged reason 
is that it would not pay the several thousand 
dollars back taxes demanded of it as conducting 
an old line business except inname. Inasmuch 
as it has been practically decided by the depart- 
ment that the suit against the Mutual Reserve, 
which was instituted as a test case, would not 
be pushed, unless an exception in the case 
of the National on account of its ultra imitation 
of old line methods is made, it would not ap- 
pear that this is the real reason why the Na- 





| nicality under the old line law. 


tional withdrew. The National probably found 
it impossible to remain in. It has no right 
here as an old line company, neither as an as- 
sessment one, surely; and the difficulties of 
qualifying under the stipulated premium law 
were certainly no less for the National than for 
the Fidelity Mutual, which got in by a tech- 
It did not find 
it easy to qualify under the stipulated premium 
law and there isa possibility that it found it 
impossible, which latter was doubtless also the 
case with the National. The National, it may 


| be said, is not the only one that will ‘‘with- 


draw.’ 


MUTUAL RESERVE RESIGNATIONS. 
The resignation of Vice-president Thomas L. 


James and Treasurer John W. Vrooman of the 
Mutual Reserve Fund Life, would seem to be 


indicative either of approaching serious trouble 
for the association or a dissension among the 
management. Vice-president James was elected 
to the position quite a number of months ago 
and his acceptance was used by the association 
as evidence that it was all right; otherw’se, it 
was stated, a man of Mr. James’ financial and 
personal standing would not identify himself 
with it. Outside of President Burnham, the 
controlling power in the association is said to be 
Moton D. Moss, general manager. Moss was 
brought back from England by President Burn- 
ham on his first foreign tour, and is said by 


some to be the real ruling power. As previ- 


| ously opined by the On10 UNDERWRITER the 


Mutual Reserve stands about equal chances of 
surviving or falling. If the assessments under 
the old members are kept up high enough so 


| they will make up the deficiency already ac- 


crued, and pay their own way, under the new 
plans, the association can exist indefinitely, 
To do this it will have to continue to write its 
usual large amount of new business. 


OHIO LIFE NOTES. 


F. B. Robinson, of Eaton, Ohio, bas become 
agent of the Mutual Benefit Life. 


The Prudential’s Columbus staff enjoyed an 
outing at Minerva Park on the evening of 
the 9th. 


James B. Phillips, an agent of the Prudential 
at Massillon, died suddenly on the 11th, prob- 
ably from paralysis of the heart. 

Lawrence J. Keefe, an agent of the Western 
and Southern at Cincinnati, was arrested last 
week on a warrant charging him with embezzl- 
ing about $35. 

Dr. Clark Davis, chief medical examiner of 
the Union Central Life, has been in Montreal 
attending the meeting of life insurance medical 
examiners. He is nowin New York and will 
spend about a month in recreation. 


H. A. Day of Cincinnati, recently of Day & 
Wilson, state managers of the Fidelity Mutual 
Life, has become superintendent of agents of 
the Germania Investment Company, of which 
A. D. Easton, formerly with the Mutual Re- 
serve, is manager. 

The Scottish Rite, Knights Templar and Mas- 


ter Masons Aid Association of Dayton is arrang- 
ing to reincorporate under the stipulated pre- 


| mium law, and it will also probably change its 


| Name, 


It ought, with proper handling, to be 
able to do the latter without increasing it. 


In the last issue of the OHI0 UNDERWRITER 
it was erroneously stated that J. M. Quinn is 
now located at Columbus for the Provident Sav- 
ings. Major Quinn, who has been supenintend- 
ent of agencies for that company for a year and 


' a half, makes his headquarters at Louisville. 
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MICHIGAN MUTUAL’S PROSPECTS. 





Some Interesting Points Brought Out by 
the Dusenbury Controversy. 

Since the disposal of Michigan Mutual Life 
stock by J. W. Dusenbury, as alleged, to the 
representative of an ‘‘English syndicate’’, it 
develops that the ‘‘English syndicate’ isa myth, 
although the purchasers of the stock are not 
exactly known. It is understood some of the 
old stockholders increased their holdings some- 
what, among whom Vice-president C. A. Kent 
was one. It is possible President Looker and 
Chicago manager E. H Elwell, both of whom 
hold $30,000 each, also purchased some more 
It is pretty well recognized that Dusenbury was 
making serious trouble for the management, 
and it was a fortuuate thing for the company 
that he was got rid of. It is probable that his 
efforts, though perhaps not proceeding from the 


best of motives, wiil result in good to the com- | 


pany after all. In all companies there is more 
or less irregularity in some directions, which, 


while not very material, are still better done | 


away with. 
furtherance of his own interests, to seek out 
these points in the Michigan Mutual. There is 


Dusenbury made it his business, in | 


no one who doubts for a moment President | 


Looker’s perfect honesty and fair dealing 


throughout, so far as his own doings are con- | 


cerned; but that there were irregularities in 
some of the affairs of the company, there is also 
no doubt. The charges of Dusenbury were not 
all froth. One of his charges was that Manager 
Elwell at Chicago had disposed of a lease on the 
Chicago offices belonging to the company for 
some $4,500 and made other arrangements by 
which he netted some $2,500 or $3,000, This, 
Dusenbury claimed, should have been a com- 


pany transaction and the profit its own, instead | 


of Elwell’s. Another irregularity to which it is 
said he called the Michigan insurance commis- 
sioner’s attention was the difference in the pub- 


lication of certain items in the statement, as | 


shown in the company’s own report and that in 
one of the pocket charts, from the official figures 
in the state insurance reports. This was in the 
conflicting of the figures in the items ‘‘sur- 
rendered and cancelled policies’’ and ‘‘matured 
endowments’’; 
statement and the pocket chart the two figures 


in the company’s advertised | 


being transposed. Thus the real amount of sur- | 


rendered and cancelled policies was about 
$249,000, and the matured endowments $30,000. 
In order to make a low showing for the former 
and a high one for the latter the figures were 
transposed to read $249,000 matured endow- 
ments and $30,000 paid for surren:lered and can- 
celled policies. The company last year had its 
charter renewed by the Michigan legislature. 
This provides that the stockholders shall be 
guaranteed 10 per cent interest on their stock 
annually, before dividends to policy holders 
shall be declared. It is stated Governor Pingree 
signed the renewal of the charter before he was 
made aware of this provision and that he now 
strongly objects to it. At one time Dusenbury 
had nearly prevailed, it is said, on the Ohio, 
Wisconsin and Michigan departments to make 
an examination, but this was shown to be not 
necessary by Superintendent of agencies Gid- 
dings. The Michigan Mutual is now believed 
to be in better shape than ever before. Uptoa 
couple of years ago it did business on a 4% per 
cent basis; but for several years it had been pre- 
paring to reserve at 4 per cent. When it finally 
did change, its surplus was naturally consider- 
ably cut down. It is stated that the first of the 
present year was the first time since the change 
that it could be said to have a real surplus above 
capital, with its real estate holdings and real 
estate mortgages, which are very large, based 
on market instead of cost value. One of the 
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important changes being made by the company 
is the introduction of new forms of stock poli- 
cies, which have never heretofore been much of 
a factor in its business. These policies are 
about the same as the Travelers as to rates and 
form. With the introduction of stock policies 
as prominent features it is understood annual 
dividend forms will receive little attention from 
agents by reason of reduced commissions. 
Commissions on stock policies have been placed 
at a figure where business of that kind in quite 
a quantity will be secured. It is understood 
that some time before next January an exami- 
nation of the company by several departments 
will take place and by that time the company 
will have done away with various arrangements 
which are not on the whole commendable. The 
new stock interest will possibly by that time 
have received recognition; and changes in the 
management in the offices of vice-president and 
secretary, or both, are looked for. The Michigan 
Mutual has a good agency plant, a large estab- 
lished business, is a western company with 
western company advantages, and with the 
reforms which have been and will be inaugu- 
rated, should occupy a position well up with 
the standard life companies of the country. 


Ohio Life Appointments. 

Following are recent appointments and 
changes of life insurance agents in Ohio: 

Aetna—G. H. Wamen, Cincinnati; A. 
Howell, Toledo; O. M. Boke, Mason: 
Gunckel, Middletown. 

Bankers, la.—F. M. Clemans, Mechanicsburg; 
Geo. Mortimer, Toledo; Geo. L. McMillan, 
Cleveland. 

Berkshire—A. W. Lichtenberger, Wellsville. 

Conn. Mutual— Jas. McDowell, Delaware; 
Geo. Oakes, Wheelersburg. 

Equitable, N. Y.—H. C. 
Harvey Bloch, Cleveland. 

Fidelity Mutual—T. F. Hynes, Columbus. 

Home—R. D. Riser, New Philadelphia; W. T. 
Mechener, Van Wert; F. A. Holliday, Scioto- 
ville; Geo. A. Geschneider, Steubenville. 

Jno. Hancock-—Dickerson & Toner, Edon. 

Manhattan— A R. Johnson, Lucile; J. H. 
Johnson, Arcanum; R. M. Jones, Columbus; J. 
L. Kennedy, New Philadelphia; W. A. Wagner, 
Canal Dover; Jno, C. Barkley, College Corner; 
J. J. Clark, London; E. E. Crockett, Lebanon. 

Mass. Mutual—O. M. Whittington, Xenia; 
Olof E. Olsen, Toledo; Ada. M. Ritchie, Toledo. 

Mut. Benefit—Geo. C. Barnes, Sabina; F. B. 
Robinson, Eaton. 

Mutual, N. Y.—S. E. Smith, Bellevue; D. U. 
McFarland, Coshocton; C. F. Troupe, Cleve- 
land; Woods & Slough, Defiance; L. J. Knapp, 
Findlay; J. M. Goodrick, Prarie Depot. 

New Eng. Mutual—G. O Lackey, Akron. 

New York—W. H Snider, Sunbury. 

N. W. Mutual—C. E. Bratlen, Belle Valley; 
J. A. Rogers, Willoughby; H. B. Humphrey; 
Ashtabula; J. N. Green, Warren; A. D. Bailey, 
Lindsey. 

Phoenix Mutual—Mrs. J. E. Martin, Cincin- 
nati. 

Provident L. & T— G. Root, Cincinnati; J. 
Roesen, Cincinnati. 

Prov. Savings—H. F. Coates, Cleveland; Chas. 
Porter, Cleveland; Sam’] Sogue, Clevelond; L. 
D. Guthridge Columbus; C. E. Hall, Columbus. 

Security Mutual—W. C. Fair, Cleveland; W. 
W. Loch, Cincinnati; C. D. Treloar, Toledo. 

State Life, Ind.—J. N. Medford, Ft. Recovery. 

Travelers—K. M. Burton, Cincinnati. ; 

Union Mutual—J. H. Robertson, Canton. 

Washington—S. C. Morrow, Circleville; N. J. 
Ford, Kingston; W. S. Hancock, Marietta; 
Verne M. Bovie, Gallipolis; Chas. C. Redkey, 
Leesburg; J. M. Ervin, Wellston. i 


D. 
E. W. 


Koehler, Strasburg; 


Special agent Charles E. Curtis, of the Pala- 
tine and Sun Mutual, was in Cincinnati from 
Chicago last week. While here he appointed 
Klick & Burnett Cincinnati agents of the Sun 
Mutual. 


| tirement. 


| territory mentioned. 


| back to him. 
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MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION FORMED. 

The local agents’ national convention at De- 
troit had the good effect of stirring up the 
agents of Detroit and the state to organize a 
state association. This was done after listening 
to the proceedings of the National association. 
Michigan agents need an organization, and it is 
rather surprising that they have not seen this 
before. Coming home on the boat from the ex- 
cursion to St. Clair flats, about 35 Michigan 
agents got together and elected Fred Guenther 
president and Capt. W. A. Eldredge secretary, 
both of Detroit. Quite a few out-of-town agents 
were among those present. 

THE STATE, OF PHILADELPHIA. 

The withdrawal of the State, of Philadelphia, 
from Michigan, following on the heels of the 
resignation of Charles F._Mitchell from the 
Western general agency, is not unexpected to 
those who have their opinion regarding the 
company. The OHIO UNDERWRITER warns the 
Pennsylvania department and the insuring pub- 
lic that an examination of the complete affairs 
of the company is urgently advisable. The 
Michigan department asked of the company 
that it make a statement of its condition on the 
first of July. It is not the custom of the Mich- 
igan department to require semi-annual state- 
ments; but it doubtless had its very good reasons 
for doing so in this instance. ‘The company re- 
plied to the department’s request for the state- 
ment that it was preparing one and would send 
it at the earliest possible moment. On July 2d, 
the company notified the Michigan department 
that it had discontinued writing policies in the 
state for the present, and as soon as it could 
prepare a new statement would apply for read- 
mission. It promised to pay all unpaid losses, 
which are considerable, and also the taxes for 
gross premiums received up to the date of re- 
Superintendents of other states in 
which the State does business will be only doing 
their duty to pursue a like course to that of Mr. 
Campbell of Michigan. 


++ ++ 


IMPORTANT AGENCY CHANGE. 

F. S. Angus, general manager of the Home 
Life for Michigan, Ontario and parts of Ohio 
and Indiana, has resigned to go back to his old 
company in his old capacity as state agent for 
Michigan of the National Life of Vermont. Mr. 
Angus, when with the National, put a large 
amount of the best business in the state on the 
books, and built up for himself in a compara- 
tively short time a very valuable agency. He 
resigned to take the presidency of the Imperial 
in the vain hope of relieving that company from 
the embarrassing position in which it found 
itself after a few years of poor management. 
Mr. Angus found the company too far gone to 
enable him to save it, and as soon as he found 
the company was doomed, resigned and took 
the general agency of the Home Life for the 
Mr. Angus did his best 
work as state agent of the National, and since 
leaving it he has lost none of his admiration for 
it. When he left he sold the agency to Mc- 
Curdy C. LeBeau, who has now transferred it 
A few months ago the northern 
peninsula was transferred from Mr. LeBeau to 
W. J. Holman of Calumet. Mr. Angus reserves 
his renewal interest in the business he secured 
for the Home, and it is understood that Mr. Van 
Sickle, his cashier, may succeed to the general 
agency. Mr. Angus has a good force of agents 


with him in the Home, most of whom will prob- 
ably go with him to the National. 


























MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 





New Agencies and Changes in the Past Two 
Weeks. 
Aetna—Chas. F. Peltier, Detroit; Fred A. 
Street, Mancelona; B. N. Keister, Sparta. 
Citizens, N. Y.—W. F. Wright, Iron Moun- 
tain; Peter White & Co., Marquette. 
Citizens, Mo.—Clifton M. Spaulding, Perry. 
Colonial—Miller & Emans, Lansing. 


Com’l Union, Eng.—Edwin W. Wallace, 
Saline. . 
Concordia—Chandler & Norris, Frankfort; 


Charles L. Messmore, Minden City; Matthew 
D. Wagner, Sand Beach; Albert E. Sleeper, 
Ubly. 

Fire Ass’n— Edward A. Heine, Mt. Clemens. 

Hartford—Clyde Parsons, Burr Oak; Abraham 
J. Randall, Caro; Edward L. Cooper, Grass 
Lake; E. L. Longworthy, Linden; Chas. L. 
Stuart, Schoolcraft; George E. Miller, Three 
Rivers. 

Law Union & Crown—Peter White & Co., 
Marquette. 

Manchester—Henry -H. Curtis, Charlotte; 
Jno. H. Hoogstraat, Conklin; Ebenezer Harris, 
Galien; E. A. Kuhn, Gregory; Wm. H. Howard, 
Lake Odessa. 

Magdeburg—Jno. B. Krug, Battle Creek; C. 
W. Ketcham, Dowagiac; J. Will Marvin, Hills- 
dale. 


Merchants, N. J.—Forsyth & Henderson, 
Standish. 
Milwaukee Fire—Wagner & Morse, Ann 


Arbor; Lee Amberg, Detroit; L. P. Reynolds, 
Hillsdale; Geo. W. Beebe, Jackson. 

Niagara—Lewis F. Margah, Detroit; Wm. N. 
Sayles, Hart; C. H. Macomber, Omer. 

North America—Chester Binus, Addison; 
Frank E. Whitney, Brooklyn; Jno. C. Rockafel- 
low Clare; Chas. M. Dusenbury, Crystal Falls; 
Geo. H. Pulver, Dundee; Wm. Rushing, Deer- 
field; Arthur L. Scott, Fremont; Geo. W. Wil- 


mot, Fenton; Wm. H. Browne, Greenville; 
Chas. W. Gardner, Newaygo; Arthur C. Gra- 
dolph, Petersburg; Aaron Perrin, Pittsford; 


Forsyth & Henderson, Standish; Hosie & Stell- 
wagen, Wayne. 

Norwalk—Chas. D. Ransom, Ionia. 

Palatine—O. A. Leonard, Albion; 
Waldo, Williamston. 

Phoenix, Eng.—L. D. Brokaw, Howell; Hy- 
mers & Fredenburgh, Pontiac. 

Royal—Lucian E. Wood, Niles. 

Royal Exc.—] M. Ramsdell, Manistee; E. S. 
B. Sutton, Sault Ste Marie; Ernest H. Allyn, 
Traverse City. 

Scottish Union—J. 
water. 

Spring Garden—Geo. W. Loring, Owosso. 

Sun Mutual—Geo. W Jenkinson, Port Huron. 

Union, Eng.—Peter White & Co., Marquette. 

United Firemens- Eugene Oesterlin, Ann 
Arbor; Geo. W. Chandler, Detroit; W. J. Baker, 
Marlette; Jas. G. Harris, Saginaw, W. S.; Louis 
R. Bishop, Ypsilanti. 

Washington, N. Y.—Miller & Emans, Lansing. 

Wisconsin—Olin Pengra, Sebewaing. 


Scott 


Halstead & Son, Pent- 


MICHIGAN NOTES. 


The State Life of Indiana has been admitted 
to Michigan. 


E. Bert Ward has been appointed agent of 
the Provident Savings Life at Muskegon, Mich. 
An organizer of the New Era Life Association 
is visiting Benton Harbor, Mich., with a view 
to organizing a branch of the association there. 


Mrs. W. H. H. Cooper, of Gaylord, Mich., has 
recently added to her already good list of com- 
panies the Home, Western of Ontario, and New 
York Life. 


The Massachusetts Mutual Life has appointed 
the following agents in Michigan: Wm. D. 
Chamberlain, Ionia; A.C. Barr, Morley; 
Wm. H. Dunham, Menominee. 


MICHIGAN Mutua, Lire.—The Michigan 
Mutual Life is said to do considerable reinsur- 
ance with the Provident Savings, Mutual Life 
of Kentucky and American Union. 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER. 


Arthur D. Howell. who since April 1 has been 
a special agent at Toledo for the Mutual Life of 
New York, has been appointed manager for the 
Etna Life for Toledo and Northwestern Ohio. 


It is reported that the membership of the 
Royal Arcanum at Benton Harbor, Mich., is 
negotiating to be transferred to the New Era 
Insurance Company, an assessment society or- 
ganized at Grand Rapids last fall. 

Anna B. Wasey has brought suit at Detroit 
against the Travelers’ to collect $1,500 alleged 
to be due on the policy of her late husband. 
He was insured in 1897 for $12,000, to be paid 
in $50 monthly installments after his death. 
After paying one premium he became insane, 
was taken to Flint and drowned himself. The 
company’s defence is said to be the suicide 
clause in the policy. 


GENERAL FIRE NOTES. 

The Eureka Insurance Company, of Cincin- 
nati, has declared a semi-annual dividend of six 
per cent. 

At the meeting of the directors of the Knox 
Mutual on July 6, at Mt. Vernon, Hon. W. C. 
Cooper was elected president and H. H Greer 
secretary and treasurer. 

Three Cincinnati fire insurance companies de- 
clared semi-annual dividends on the 12th, the 
National, 3 per cent; Merchants and Manufac- 
turers, 6 per cent, and the Cincinnati, 2'% per 
cent. 

The Akron Twine and Cordage Company, of 
Akron, O., has recently been sued for $54.58, 
by the trustee of a defunct mutual fire company 
of that city, the amount being the assessment 
on a $2 000 policy. 

The Farmers Mutual Insurance Company, of 
Harrison County, Ohio, which was incorporated 


‘last April, has received applications for nearly 


$100,000 of insurance and expects soon to begin 
issuing policies. 

The Milwaukee Mechanics has elected G. W. 
Grossenbach secretary, to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of Mr. Cramer. 
assistant secretary. 
him in that position. 


He was formerly 
Oscar Griedling succeeds 


The date of the annual meeting of the 
Western Union has been changed from Sept. 
12 to Sept. 6, so as not to conflict with the meet- 
ing of insurance commissioners at Milwaukee. 
The place of meeting is Niagara Falls. 

Manager J. J. McDonald of the Connecticut 
Fire has been elected a member of the Chicago 
Underwriters’ Association. He has always been 
popular with board men and, since his with- 
drawal from the Continental, this step has not 
been unexpected. 


The stockholders of the Guardian Insurance 
Company, of Memphis, Tenn.. have determined 
upon liguidation of the company. Mr. Sumter 
Cogswell, former manager of the company, was 
elected secretary and manager and instructed 
to wind up the affairs of the company at the 
earliest possible date. Mr. Cogswell hopes to 
carry out the instructions of the stockholders by 
October Ist. 


Among the passengers lost by the sinking of 
the French liner Bourgogne a few days ago 
were Mrs. Henry H. Knowles and daughter, the 
wife and only child of the general agency in- 
spector of the Equitable Life of New York. 
Mrs. Knowles had only recovered sufficiently 
from a severe accident caused by a runaway in 
Chicago to be able to make the trip to New 
York and embark on the ill-fated steamer. 
Every life agent in the south, where Mr. 
Knowles is so well and favorably known, as 
well as friends all over the country, will sym- 
pathize with him in his very great affliction. 
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IMPORTANT CASUALTY DECISION. 

The supreme court of Michigan a few days 
ago handed down a decision in a casualty case 
of interest to life insurance men as well. Emily 
B. Ketchum had brought suit against the Amer- 
ican Mutual Accident Association to collect on 
a policy on her husband, who had sustained an 
injury by falling. In the application for the 
policy Ketchum had declared that he had never 
received severe ‘bodily injury, had never been 
subject to fits or disorders of the brain, and had 
never suffered from bodily deformities. In the 
testimony it was conclusively shown that he 
had suffered two sunstrokes and been partially 
paralyzed before he made application for the 
policy. The claim was set up that inasmuch as 
the agent who took the application was aware 
that the answers to the questions were untrue, 
his knowledge was the company's knowledge, 
and the company was bound. The decision says 
that courts have never held and never will hold 
that a company is bound by statements, the 
falsity of which is known both to the agent and 
applicant for insurance, which are sent to the 
home office as a basis of the contract of insur- 
ance. To so hold would put companies com- 
pletely at the mercy of unscrupulous and dis- 
honest agents. The judgment of the lower 
court in favor of the company is affirmed. 


THAT LOYAL MUTUAL CASE. 

The Jennings suit at Zanesville, for $3,000 
against the Loyal Mutual Accident of Piqua, is 
expected to come up fortrial shortly. Dr. J. D. 
Jennings, the plaintiff claims, was thrown from 
his buggy August 23d and died the next Novem- 
ber from the injuries so sustained. The com- 
pany claims Jennings died from natural causes 
and not as the result of the accident; that the 
doctor practiced. his profession without hin- 
drance for several weeks and until he was taken 


| down with the sickness which caused his natural 


death. The association further claims that it 
never received notice of the claim until after 
the doctor was buried, thus giving it no time to 
investigate. It will produce the evidence of 
physicians who attended Dr. Jennings to show 
that death came from natural causes. 


CASUALTY NOTES. 

The United States Fidelity and Guarantee 
Company has appointed Ward & Robinson gen- 
eral agents at Cleveland. 

F. S. Ferry, formerly general agent of the 
Guarantors Central Department, 
brokerage business in Cincinnati. 


is doing a 


The Maryland Casualty Company has been 
admitted to Michigan. Jos. B. Moore, of De- 
troit, has been appointed its attorney. 


License to do business in Wisconsin has been 
granted to the Continental Assurance company, 
the attorney general, insurance commissioner 
and actuary of that state having recently ex- 
amined the books of the company at Detroit. 

General Manager J. B. Flanders of the Cin- 
cinnati Northern railway has granted permis- 
sion to the Continental Assurance company to 
solicit insurance among the employes. As the 
company pays a sick benefit, he has issued a 
circular urging the men to insure. 

The board of directors of the Maryland 
Casualty Company has adopted the recom- 
mendation of its president and executive com- 
mittee to increase the capital stock from $250,000 
to $500,000 and the cash surplus from $100,000 
to $200,000. The matter will be laid before the 
stockholders August 11. 
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Frank N. Hayden has been elected assistant 
secretary of the Aetna Indemnity, with head- 
quarters at Chicago. 

The Fidelity & Deposit Company has ap- 
pointed as local directors at Findlay, O., L. W. 
Eoff, C. E. Niles, W. F. Hosler, J. G. Hill, W. 
D. McCaughey, and W. V. Coons. 


The following Michigan agents have been 
appointed by Lloyds Plate Glass: J. B. Thomas, 
Cassopolis; W. D. Hayes & Son, Hastings; J. I. 
Specht, Three Rivers; C. L. Keep, Vicksburg. 


The semi-annual statement of the Preferred 
Accident shows assets amounting to $603,973, an 
increase in six months of $34,081; policy 
holders’ surplus, $275,264, an increase of $33,- 
170. The Perambulator says, ‘‘The increase 
in assets and surplus is greater than in any like 
period. This gain isto some extent attributable 
to a small loss ratio—our claims having been 
below the average. This means conservative- 
ness on the part of the agent in soliciting risks.”’ 


It is understood that the growth of the Cen- 
tral Accident, of Pittsburg, in the first half of 
1898 has been extraordinary, considering the 
disturbed condition of the times caused by war. 
A gain of over 50 per cent in cash premiums for 
the first half of 1898 over the same period of 
1897, shows the marked hold the Central’s new 
and original policy contracts have on the people 
who want the best insurance. The Central still 
adheres to its original plan of writing business 
only in low loss ratio states and on the safe lines 
of business. 


Ohio Casualty Appointments. 
Following are the casualty appointments that 
have been made in Ohio in the past two weeks: 


Central Accident—T. E. Wetmore, Ashtabula; 
Jas. Stoops, Waynesville. 


Continental Assur. Co.—William Thurburn, 
Cleveland; T.C. Clark, Cleveland; W. B. Porter, 
Cleveland. 

Masonic Equitable Acci. of Boston-L,. L. 
Nash, Mansfield. 


Nat. Masonic Acci. of Des Moines—Frank C. 
Barker, Columbus. 

New Eng. Mut. Acci. 
F. T. Miller, Columbus. 

North Amer. Acci.—L. H. 

U. S. Casualty—E. E. 
Myers, Canton. 


S. M. Burnham, Akron; 


Ashley, Marengo. 
Smith, Day ton; R. E. 


Marietta Notes. 


This town is somewhat stirred up at present 
with two agents out of the board and an inside 
agent who is said to be doing business for his 
health by giving his commissions to the assured. 

Mr. Stephen Newton, one of the oldest and 
most respected agents in the state, who repre- 
sented the Aetna for some 40 years and the 
Hartford for almost as long a time, has sold out 
his fire business to Saner & Rex. 
main in the office, however, and represent the 
Mutual Benefit Life. 





He will re- | 


B. B. Putnam is a new one of about a year’s | 


standing and is cutting quite a figure for new 
business. He represents the Connecticut, Queen, 
Niagara and Agricultural and is a non-boarder. 

There will be some changes in one or two 
agencies here shortly, but matters are not ripe 
enough to-give details. 

Henry G. Bohl is doing quite a good life busi- 
ness and his fire agency is also picking up. 

There in some complaint of overhead writing 


in this place, at rates considerably below what | 


local agents could quote. One of the railroad 
properties, on which the agents quoted a rate 
of 60 cents, was written from Kansas City bya 
large English company at 32 cents; and the 
railroad depot was written in New York bya 
large American company at 40 cents. Yet local 
agents are supposed to maintain rates. 


Toledo Agency Premiums. 


Following are the returns of premiums for 
1897 made by Toledo agents to the County Aud- 
itor for taxation, as well as the premiums col- 
lected by Ohio fire companies for the same year. 
Comparisons are made with those of 1896, which 
follow those of 1897, being separated from them 
by adash, The totals for 1896 do not include 
Ohio companies, returns for which for that year 
are not at hand, and are not always the sum of 
premiums here given, as in many instances 
companies were represented in 1896 which were 
not in 1897: 

Allen, Declan: National, 
Und., 859; Washington, O., 
4,289—2,927. 

Backus, S. R.: 

Baker, C. H.: 


2,571—2,927; 
1,856. 


N. W. 
Totals, 


Franklin, O., 880. 


National, O., 319; Richland Mu- 


tual, 1,400. Total, 1,719. 

Barker, Frost & Co.: Agricultural, 3,038—918; 
Citizens, N. Y., 1,506—1,585; Ger. Alliance, 
3,305; Lon. & Lan., 8,182—8,980; Mer. & 
Man., Md., 1,245; Sl 2 1,056—1, 807; Nat’l 
Standard, 3,794: Northern, 8,200—8,502; Na- 


tional, 9,248—10,218; Norwich Union, 7,741— 
8,739; Orient, 4,185—4,745; Phoenix, Eng., 
9,331—8,152; Pacific, 3,101—-3,500; St. Paul, 
7,000—1 ,269; Union, Eng., 9,074—9,760; Unit- 
ed Firemens, 3,796—3,900; Victoria, 1,959; 
Western, Ont., 9,950—8,481; State of N. Y., 
2,737; Colonial, 1,383; Commercial, O., 1 618. 
Casualty. Fid. & Cas., 1,045; Hartford S. B., 
2,010—1,882: L loyds Pl. Gl., 543—833; Trav- 
elers, 38,¢ 33435 515. Marine. British & For., 
200; North. Amer., 5,680—3,086. To- 
tals, 158,529 — 130,764. 
a J. D.: Mechanics, 2,152—1,567; 
, 680. Totals, 2,782—2,616. 
nals Balsmeyer & Torgler: American, N. J., 
3,147—2,690; Buffalo Com’1, 811-—450; Buffalo 
Ger., 3,048—3,380; Connecticut, : 
Continental, 5,347 5,590; 
3,310; Mil. Mech., 3,597—3,830: Westches- 
ter, 4,348—4,610. Totals, 29,244—29,710. 
Campbell, W. A: County of Phila., 3,113—2,067; 
Firemen’s, N. J., 2,321--2,343; London, 3,884 
—4,079; Phenix, 9, 2] 1—9,657. Totals, 18,532 
—19,507. 
Canniff, G.: Agricultural, 1,902—1,029; German, 
Ill., 1,802—2,249; Greenwich, 805—795; West- 





Cooper, 


5,535 —5, 850; 
German, II1., 3,411 


chester, 936—2,462; Cinti. Und., 268. Totals, 
5,713—6,535, 

Colton, A. F.: Aetna, 5,221—6,598- Commerce, 
2,896—2,769; Home Mut., 959; State of Pa., 


1, 988—2,593. Marine. 
tals, 11,107—12,115. 

Coulick, R. mt Central Acci., 93. 

DeCamp, J. M., Cincinnati: L. & L. & G., 689. 

Dawson, H. A Aetna, 1,513—1,691; Continen- 
tal, 3,692—4,704; Firemens, Md., 232; Man. 
& Mer., Pa., 1,827—2,338; Mechanics, 1808— 
2,423: Rockford, 1,010; Union, Pa.. 1,115; Un- 
ion Cas., 352. Totals, 11,894—11,156. 

Detwiler, A. K.: Lancashire, 6,137—5,765. 

Detwiler, The I. H. Co,: Amer. Cent., 2,680— 
3,312; Franklin, Pa., 4,027—4,443-: Farragut, 
2 ,266—2,429; N. W. Nat’l, 2 962—3, 627; Prov. 
Wash.. 3,096—3,900; R. I. Und., 3,302—4, 255; 
United States, 1,041—1,208; Central Acci, 35 

12. Totals, 19,4,7—23,286. 

Dodge, F. H., & Co.: Assur. Co. of Amer., 
Detroit, 608—1,129; Hartford, 
Home, 9,032—8,551; North. 
9,893; Pa. Fire, 3,232—4,613; 
4,177; Saginaw Val., 931; 
080—1.964; Traders, 3 
783. Totals, 

Fey, George: 
Pa., 619. 


Marine, 43—95. To- 


2,773; 
6,083—7,691; 
Amer., 7,943— 
Queen, 4,514— 
Spring Garden, 2 2,- 
,380—3,618; Fid. & Cas., 
45,543—41, rr 
Agricultural, 2 ,342— 
Totals, 2,961—2, 551, 
Fox, Chas.: Reliance, 627—377. 
Greer, J. T. & H. T.: Delaware,1,890—1,840; 
London, 654 - 237; Sun, 2,340—2,251; Und. of 
Pa., 132; Knox Mut., 1,614; Mansfield Mut., 
488; Western Mut, 308; Richland Mut., 549; 
Ohio Mut , 309. Totals, 8,284—4,328 
Haynes, H. H.: Broadway, 446—802; Lion, 5,251 


2,551; Union, 





—5,974; Phoenix, Ct., 1,229—1,895; Royal 
Exc., 855; National, O., 1,560; Pacific Mut. 
Acci., 420. Totals, 9,761—8,671. 


Hoag, F.J: L.& L. & G., 8,528— 
Hodge, W. R.: American, N. Y., 


10,251. 
2, 658—2,379: 


| McCaskey, R. 


| McGarvey, R.S: 


| Valois, E. 


| Wheeler, R. J.: 





American, Mass., 860—1,114; Atlas, 4,415— 
4,353; Ger. aa 6,917—6,575; Mercantile, 
1,305—983; N. . Und., 4,225—3,859. Totals, 
20), 381—19, “og 

Holton & Clark: Central Acci., 468. 

Irving, J. D. & Co.: Phoenix, Ct., 6,915—6,481; 
Wmm’sburg City, 1,231—1,420. Totals, 8,146— 
8,004. 

Koschland, C. F.: Central Acci., 134. 

Kranz, P. J.: Delaware, 1,P78—1,048; Grand 
Rapids, 1,715—1,105; Reliance, 2,523—2,875; 
Und. of Pa., 718; Teutonia, O., 3,480. ‘Totals, 
18,404—5, 028. 

Kountz, J. S. & Son: Eng. Amer. Und., 2,024; 
Fire Ass'n. 6,200 —6,560; Royal, 18,574—21,- 
844; Scottish Union, 8,000—8,830. Totals, 
34, 79S—37 234. 

& Son: Firemen's, N. J , 413— 
270; Phoenix, Ct., 1,235—1,180. Totals, 1,648 
—1,512. 





Hanover, 3,56 

Merrill & Jackson: Boston, 1,389—887; British 
Amer., 6,083—7,724; Caledonian, 4,435—5,390; 
Chicago, 930—433; Firemen’s Fund, 3,272— 
4,147; Manchester, 3,989—4,457; Manhattan, 
1,889—2,382; Michigan, 3,064—3,577; N. B. & 
M., 5,087—6,198; Palatine, 1,794; Union, Pa., 
408—1,794. Marine. Chicago, 930—38; Brit- 
ish & Foreign, 481—125; Marine, 4,415—4,570. 
Casualty.  e-r Surety, 2,904—2,821; Em- 
ployers’ Liab., 3,239—2,8: 33. Totals, 43, 404— 
48 463. 

Mettler, P. J.: Eagle, 2,785—3,413; German, W. 
Va., 2,835—2,877; U nica. N. Y., 1,465—1,823; 
Washington, O., 2,904; Met. PI. Gl., 227— 
201. Totals, 10,216—8,314. 

Moor, W. H : Reading, 492 
—3,276. 

Osborne, A. C.: American, N. Y., 
Firemen’s, Md., 764—860; 
2,701; New Hampshire, 3,7 
ity, Ct., 1,636—2,136; Sun, 6,272 7,603; Fid. 
& Cas., 999—987; Standard hell. 50—782. 
Totals, 17,645—20,992. 

Pomeroy & Close: Greenwich, 
Magdeburg, 1,525; Newark, 84s—726; 
tonia, La., 1,021—1,101. Totals, 6,083 — 4,922. 

Richardson, I. A. & Son: American, Pa., 3,467— 
3,738; Com’l Union, Eng., 6,596—6,849; Glens 
Falls, 2,922—3,337; Merchants, 2,721—3,158. 
Totals, 11,606—17,354. 

Schmitt, Theo.: Citizens, Pa., 1,202—771; Ger- 
man, Pa., 3,400—3,984; Germania, 4,708—4,- 
842. Pew: 9,310—9,597. 

Seese, B. E.: Preferred Acci., 








539. Totals, 192 
1,570—1,669: 


Girard, 2,563— 
791—4, 254; Secur- 





2,690—3,095; 
Teu- 


5,697. 


ao Hahn & App: > 112; Colonial, 


344; Mer. & Man., Md., 
774—1,950; N. Y. Fire, 632—835; Schuylkill, 
1,560. Totals, 2,467—5,495. 

Staats, H. N., Cleveland: Factory Mutuals. In- 
dustrial, 337—A468; Cotton & Woolen, 468— 
820; Mercantile, 25—488; Rubber Mfrs., 373 
668. Totals, 1,473 —3,046. 

Tanner, F. C.: Columbia, O., 3,850; Erie, 148; 
German, Ind., 750; Rochester Ger., 7,500— 
8,700. Totals, 12,248—8,700. 

L,.: Concordia, 3,250—3,200; Cooper, 

O., 1,340; National, O., 1,150; Western Und., 

1,550—1,250. Totals, 7,290—4,450. 

Ind. & Ohio Live Stock, 471. 

Winchell & Burgert: Detroit, 1,124. 

Wright & Russell: Citizens, Mo., 


45; Millers and Mfrs., 


830—1,100; 





Imperial, 3,267—3,800; Niagara, 3,696—4,500; 
Springfield, 5,251 —6,2 20. Totals, 13,045— 
15,600. 


Whitcomb, L. O.: N. W. Underwriters, 501. 
Hot Comments. 

Editor OHIO UNDERWRITER:—A number of 
agents throughout Ohio have refused to sign 
the 15 per cent agreement for some time past, 
and it is understood the companies have not 
insist d when the agent was determined. The 
agents cannot see why those in towns outside of 
Cleveland, Cincinnati and one or two other 


cities should be compelled to sign a contract 
that their services shall not be considered worth 
more to any other company than those asking 
for such an agreement. Such actions as this are 
the ones thit have made many enemies, (who 
would otherwise be friends), 


for the Western 




















Union. Why should not the company enter 
into the agreement with the agent to pay 15 
per cent commission to all agents? 

If the Union had started in to make rates based 
upon the experience of all or a large number of 
the companies doing a general agency business 
and let the commission question severely and 
righteously alone, its progress would have been 
much more advanced and esteemed than it is to- 
day. 

If the companies want to demoralize the 
business entirely, why not do it by giving the 
agent all the premium as a commission instead 
of giving it to the assured as has been done on 
the Pacific Coast and in New York? The agent 
would soon solve the question by getting the 
rate, as he is not a philanthrophist. Let the 
companies continue to appoint lawyers, mer- 
chants, and others as agents depriving the 
legitimate agent of his just and equitable living, 
and the question will be solved by exterminat- 
ing both agents and companies for the benefit of 
the insuring public. A PESSIMIST. 


GENERAL LIFE NOTES. 
In the quarter ending June 30, the Fidelity 
Mutual Life wrote $4,331,500 of new business. 


J. H. Peairs, formerly superintendent of the 
Prudential at Zanesville, is now general agent 
of the new Toledo Life at Springfield, Ohio. 


President Henry B. Hyde of the Equitable 
Life, who has been seriously ill with inflam- 
matory rheumatism, is reported convalescent. 


The directors of the Prudential have passed a 
resolution that it is advisable to increase the 
capital stock from $2,500,000 to $5,000,000, and 
have called a meeting of the stockholders for 
July 22 to consider it. 

The insurance commissioners of Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Missouri met 
at Chicago week before last to prepare their 
report on the recent examination of the Cove- 
nant Mutual Life Association. 


During the month of June the State Life, of 
Indiana, was admitted to six new states, mak- 
ing 14in all. It expects to be operating in 20 
states before the end of 1898. During the sec- 
ond quarter of the year $2,397,000 of new busi- 
ness was written. 

The committee of the National Association of 
Life Underwriters appointed to select a subject 
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for essays in competition for the Calef Loving 
Cup for the present year, have chosen for the 


topic, ““The Relation and Obligations of Agents | 


to Companies and to the People.”’ 


It is understood that about 50 members of 
the National Association of Life Underwriters 
are going to the Minneapolis convention by the 
steamer Northland. Duluth has recently organ- 
ized a Life Underwriters association, which will 
make the welcoming of the brethren from the 
East one of its first public functions. 


Vice-President Thomas L. James and Treas- 
urer John W. Vrooman of the Mutual Reserve 
Fund have resigned. George W. Harper, vice- 
chairman of the death claims committee has 
been elected treasurer. A successor to Mr. 
James has not yet been selected, as his resigna- 
tion does not take effect until August 1. 





McAFEE.—Life Underwriters of Ohio will be 


pained to learn of the serious illness of Manager | 


J. P. McAfee of the Union Central at Toledo. 


CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE CO. 
Established 1847. 
AGENT WANTED FOR CINCINNATI. 
Liberal Contract to producer. 


Address APP & CARR, Managers for Ohio, 
CLEVELAND, 0. 


ATTENTION! | 


The Washington Life Insurance Co. 
of New York, is giving most liberal 
contracts to capable producers in Ohio. 
Some splendid territory unoccupied. 
Up to date, and the very best contracts 
of Life Insurance yet offered. 


IN THE Last Five years, THE WASHINGTON paso 
A LARGER AMOUNT TO POLICY-HOLDERS IN RETURN PREMIUMS 
1. E. FOR DIVIDENDS AND SURRENDERED POLICIES) PROPOR 
TIONATE TO PREMIUMS RECEIVED, THAN THE AVERAGE OF ALL 
OTHER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES IN THIS COUNTRY 


ADDRESS AT ONCE, 


SKINNER & MERWIN, 


GENERAL MANAGERS, 


24 Carew Building, 





SIXTY-SEVENTH SEMI-ANNUAL STATEMENT 
OF THE CONDITION OF 


THE GERMAN INSURANCE 


COMPANY OF FREEPORT, 


OF FREEPORT, ILLINOIS, 
July 1, 1898. 





ASSETS. 


Loans on Bonds and Mortgages and accrued interest 


City, Town, County, Bank, and other Bonds 


Collateral Loans, secured by Bonds, Mortgages and Stocks 
Real Estate, including Company’s Home Office Building 


Bills Receivable taken for Fire Risks 
Cash on hand, in Bank and in hands of Agents 


Total Assets 


LIABILITIES. 


Cash Capital 

Losses unpaid 

Reserve for all other claims 
Reserve for Re-Insurance 
Net Surplus 


Increase of Gross Assets 
Increase of Net Surplus 


Increase of Re-Insurance Reserve . 


$1,797 354.68 

572,2 
77,721.25 
) 


28,979.23 





Cincinnati, Ohio 


95,942.67 | 


430,442.01 
$3, 302,696.50 


. $ 200,000.00 
77,277.34 
34,980.06 

1,900,111.50 
1,090, 327.70 


$3,302,696.50 
. $71,545.85 
69,450.65 
30,012.38 





Good Insurance Men 
will be given Good Contracts to sell 
Insurance for the old PHCENIX [UT- 


UAL LIFE in Southern Ohio and 
Kentucky, by addressing 


R. N. FRYER, Gen’l Agt., 


Cincinnati, O. or Louisville, Ky. 


507 GUARANTEED DIVIDEND 


No estimate of future results! Every 
figure guaranteed! Under the new Policy 
of the HOME LIFE INSURANCE CO. of 
New York. Before making your 1898 Con- 
tract address 





w. A. RF. BRUEHL 4. 4H. MINDERMANN 


W. A. R. BRUEHL & Co., Gen’! Managers 


OHIO AND SOUTHERN INDIANA, 
Western Methodist Book Concern Building, CINCINNATI, 0. 


J. H. ANTHONY, Manacer 


NORTHEASTERN On!10 


Cc. F. McCORD, Genwi Acar 
SOUTHWESTERN On!10 


New ENGLAND BUILDING Cincinnati, O 


CLEVELAND 


G. HILLER, Seciat Acenrt 


Cincinnati. O 


OHIO STATE AGENCY 


° 


THE UNITED STATES LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF NEW YORK. 


if you can produce business let me hear 
from you. New and attractive features. 
Most progressive Life Insurance Company 
in Ohio. Can suit you on territory or con- 
tract. Address, 


E. W. CHRISTY, State Mgr., 


106 Euclid Ave., Cleveland, O., or 
15 & 16 Wiggins Block, Cincinnati, O. 


Wanted— 


Desirable agent for the Toledo 
District for the Life and Accident 
Departments of the Pacific Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. Good con- 
tract to the right party. 


Address, 
P. W. DITTO, State Agent, 


No. 379 The Arcade, Cleveland, O. 


Wanted— 


Two good 
railroad work. 


Installment men for 
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“Michigan 
Hand-=Book.”’ 


PUBLISHED BI-ENNIALLY. 


On January 1, THE OHIO UNDERWRITER COM- 


PANY acquired control of the /nsurance 


Herald Hand-Book of Michigan, changing 
the name to the UNDERWRITERS’ HAND- 


BOOK OF MICHIGAN. 


THE BOOK CONTAINS: 


DIRECTORY OF COMPANIES AUTHORIZED IN MICHIGAN, 


showing for each company the officers, financial 


statement, date of organization, and name and ad- 


dress of general, state, or special agent in charge of 


Michigan agencies. 


STATISTICS— FIRE, LIFE, AND CASUALTY, giving the 


Michigan business of each company year by year for 


five years in comparative form. 


AGENCY DIRECTORY BY TOWNS, covering in complete 


alphabetical form all Fire, Life, and Casualty insur- 


ance agents in Michigan and the companies they 


represent. Over ) towns, and more complete than 


ever before. With each town is shown its population 


and county in which it is located. 


FIRE PROTECTION OF CITIES AND TOWNS HAVING 


WATERWORKS. Descriptions compiled from reports 


specially made for this book 


MICHIGAN FIELD MEN. Names and al 


addresses of 


special agents traveling in Michigan, with com- 


panies represented. 
A COMPENDIUM OF INFORMATION for Michigan Insur- 


ance Men. The Only Reliable and Complete Ref- 


erence Book 


A NECESSITY! 
ISSUED JULY |. 


200 PAGES. ORDER NOW! 


Price, Bound in Flexible Leather, $3.00. 


THE OHIO UNDERWRITER COMPANY, 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 





JOHN HANCOCK 
/Mutuar Lire Ins. Co. 


OF BOSTON, MASS. 


| STEPHEN H. RHODES, PRESIDENT. 
ROLAND O. LAMB, SECRETARY. 


Its Policies are subject to provisions of the 
perfected Non-forfeiture law of Massachusetts, 
securing upon the face of each the endorsement 
of eash and paid-up value as part of the policy 
contract, 

Annual cash dividends, loan values, and a 
policy contract, plain, simple, positive, and un- 
excelled in liberality. 

Several good General Agencies with liberal 
renewal contracts in splendid territory are open to 
men of experience who want to settle permanently. 
For further particulars, address the Company at Bos 
ton, or 

J.C. CAMPBELL, STATE AGENT, 
FOR OHIO AND WEST VA., 
BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING, 


COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
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NEW YORK UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


ESTABLISHED 1864. 
Local Agents in all Prominent Localities in the 
United States. 
Office: 100 William Street, New York. 


A. & J. H. STODDART, General Agents. 


$24.00 per week for Accident 


ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION 


$6.00 per week for Sickness 


ACCUMULATED FOR AGE. 


The National Masonic Provident Ass'n 


MANSFIELD, OHIO. 


The only Company that has ever made a continuous 
success of the sick benefit business. 


Orient Bicycle... | 


Ohio Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co., 
SALEM, OHIO. 


of 
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Does Exclusively an Agency Business, 


Agencies in all the Cities and Principal 
Towns of Ohio. 
J. R. VERNON, secretary 


Accident Insurance 





is all right, but why not supplement your policy 
with every possible safeguard. If you are a rider 


you can make no mistake in selecting an 


for your mount. The Triple Truss Construc 


tion of the 


ORIENT 
FORK 





has been called a /iberal life insurance. Its record 
substantiates this view of it, and we have yet to 
hear of a case of breakage, even in collision 

Prices for Single Wheels, $50, $75 and $100. 

$100 and $125 


Prices for Tandems, - ~- 25. 
We make a full line of Multi-Cycles, from Trip- 


lets up to Ten-Seaters 
Address 


Catalogues mailed free 
upon application 


WALTHAM MANUFACTURING CO., Waltham, Mass. 


CINCINNATI AGENT: 
E. P. GRAY, 130-132 WEST SEVENTH ST. 
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Ohio Farmers Insurance Company 





Oo. S. WELLS, SECRETARY. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY ASSURANCE CORPORATION, Ltd. 


OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 


George Monroe Endicott, ae and Attorney 
United States Branch 


Original and Leading Liability Company. 


EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY, TEAM LIABILITY, 
GENERAL LIABILITY, WORKMEN’S COLLECTIVE, 

PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE. 


SELL INDEMNITY THAT INDEMNIFIES. 


GENERAL AGENTS: 


B. M. & GEORGE D. ALLISON, Southern Ohio and Tennessee, 
39 East Third S reet, Cincinnati, O. 
PACKER & CLARK, Northern Ohio, 408-9 Mohawk Bldg., Cleveland, O. | 
ROBT. ZENER & CO., Indianapolis, Ind. 


ELEVATOR LIABILITY, 


LE ROY, OHIO. 


Fire, Lightning and Tornado Indemnity. 


sted Assets on January 1st 1898 of $1,046,010.52, reserved 


vs for the protection of policy-holders 
Reserve for re-insurance, $859,356.80 
Reserve for Losses and al! other Liat ’ 83,250.55 
Net Cash Surplus, 103,125.46 
Tota $1,046,010.52 


JAS. C. JOHNSON, PRESIDENT. 





ORCANIZED IN (848. 
Eighteenth Annual Financial Statement 


OF THE 


Manufacturers’ and Merchants’ Mutual Insurance Company 


ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS. 


H. W. PRICE, JOHN G. CHICK, F. F. WORMWOOD, 
PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT TREASURER 


GEO. W. CARSE, ass’T SECRETARY 


|. S. MONTGOMERY, 
SECRETARY 


JANUARY 1, 1898. 


ASSETS. LIABILITIES. 
Cash $ 81.032 16 Interest Outstanding Scrip s$ 40 00 
| ¢ ee 39 494 79 Losses Adjusted not due 3,207 5O 
ontingent. ‘ 432,121 72 Losses in Process of Adjustment 15,836 33 
= . Re-Insurance Reserve, S) per 

eae $513,153 88 cent. of Premiums 40,589 67 
Net Cash Surplus, $20,998.66. Surplus above all Liabilities 453,120 3s 
$513,153 58 

Losses paid since organization $6* 3,312 81 

Scrip Dividend paid since organization. 8,952 84 

Cash Dividend paid since organization. 88.536 40 





CHARTERED 1851. 


Richland 


Mutual Insurance Company, 
MANSFIBLi, OHIO. 


DIRECTORS: J. H.Cook, N.S. Reed, J. M. Waugh, H.R. Smith, J. W. Jenner, 
G. A. Clugston, H.C. Hedges, W. W.Cockley, A.C. Cummins. 


Assets, $1,641,484.07. 


J. H. COOK, President. R. SMITH, Secretary. 


18S4c. 1sSOoO7. 


The Western Mutual Fire Ins. Co. 


URBANA, OHIO. 
Writes Ohio Business Only, strictly on the Premium Note Plan. 


rege» HALF-A-CENTURY 


Shows that its members have obtained 


RELIABLE INSURANCE, 
SOUND INDEMNITY. 
REASONABLE RATES, 
VERY LOW COST, 


Averaging only 4% per cent. for last twenty years. 


LOSSES PROMPTLY ADJUSTED AND PAID 
W. R. ROSS. Pres. WILSON BALDWIN, Sec’y. JOS. S. CARTER, Gen’! Agt. 


STANDARD OHIO Ml UTUAL FIRE COMPANIES. 


Incorporated April 17, 1876. Began Business October 2, 1876. 





THE 


Central Manufacturers Mute! 


VAIN WERT, OHIO. 


Premium Notes $369,589.95. 


Total Cash Assets $99,379. Net Cash Surplus 854,523. 


J. S. BRUMBACK, President. F. W. PuURMORT, Secretary. 


TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OLD. 


The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 


J. W. WAGNER, President. 


OF MANSFIELD, O. 
J. M. Cook, Secretary. 


Total Available Assets $484,650.58. 
Net Cash Surplus $12,909.61 


Transacts an Agency Business in Ohio. 
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i ORGANS 1867. Members’ Safety Fund 
She e 81,000,000. 


ME Pf —.*" HARTFORD LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


Policies, Hoeident (sit GX ov Commissions, HARTFORD, CONN. 





OF NEW VOR. Sells all Desirable Forms of Up-to-date Contracts. 


Ten-Year Renewable Term Policies. 
Ten-Year Non-Renewable Term Policies. 
Twenty-Year Option Policies. 
Twenty-Payment Life Policies. 





ACTIVE AGENTS WANTED. 








KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, SEC’y, Seven-Year Distribution Policies, ete. 
256 and 257 Broadway, ~ NEw YorRK. at 
E. B. SAYERS, Central Manager, Chamber of Commerce Building, 
ASSETS, over . . . . . . - 8200,000 | Cincinnati, Ohio, will pay the largest brokerage for surplus lines; also 
Surplus to Policyholders, . . . . . 203,000 | makes renewal contracts with reliable men. WRITE HIM. 
—_——_THE-—-—— —— THE 
i | } INSURANCE Co. 
OF KENTUCKY | CS CTil dail ou CI 
INCORPORATED. 
Hon. CHAS. D. JACOB, President. GEO. W. MORRIS, V-President. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 
WM. W. MORRIS, Secretary. DAV. MERIWETHER, Treas. 
Home Office, - - Louisville, Ky. OF CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
Assets December 31st 1896 ...... PPE er UG - ——— 
Surplus, 4 per cent..... eater Bais Aine medus aAbe ewe 253,871 60 
Surplus,4¥% percent. ........ pe eee ae o ao ° o 
Total Death Claims and Endowments Paid. OR Oe 2,785,793 64 PAID-UP CAPITAL, $100.000.00. 
$200,000 in Bonds deposited with the State Treasurer for the a ae, aS rai st 
Benefit ofall Policy-holders. All claims paid promptly upon receipt FRANK CALDWELL, President. 


and approval of proof of death. 


ROBERT SIMPSON, State Agent Ohio, and Kenton & Campbell Counties, Ky. 


Pike Building. - CINCINNATI, OHIO. baad GOOD LIVE AGENTS WANTED. 


The WILLIATIS TYPEWRITER. Mutual Reserve Fund 


New No. 2, for 1898. P —_ 
Visible Writing. Extreme ~<——_Life Association. 


W. J. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 











Direct Inking. Durability. 
adie “Ea | FREDERICK A. BURNHAM, President. 
Easy Touch. Phenomenal Speed. | ee 
Permanent Aligament. Mutual Reserve Building, NEW YORK CITY. 
Superior Manifolding. | 
OLD MACHINES TAKEN IN 7 
PART PAYMENT. | New business received in 1897, over $71,000,000. 
Fullcatalogue onapplication. Agents Cash income during 1897, over $6,000,000. 
wanted in unoccupied territory. 
eto yew ange oo — gen Death Claims paid since organization, over $33,000,000. 
plies. on 
EDWIN A. HARDIN & CO. 
+ See | EDWARD H. MILLER, Manager. 
409 Walnut St., Cincinnati, Ohio. Carew Building, Cincinnati. Telephone 640. 





WANTED 


, MUTOAL LIFE ASSOCIAT! ON Confidential Executive Representative. Must he a 


man of experience in higher life insurance work and 
SiZ paltlG onbacls, LY) petal 
of unquestioned integrity. 
CAVA LodfJemiumd een 


Usjolulefe foci Ly ANDREW M. SWEENEY, 


S.C.BOLLINC __ - | , , . 
SUPERINTENDENT OF ACENCIES State Life Insurance Company, Indianapolis, Ind. 


PHILADELPHIA. PA 




















